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NOTICE. 



THE greater part of Mr. Griggs's stock of the Facsimile of 
The Merry Wives of Windsor having been consumed in 
the fire which destroyed his premises in June, 1883, a 
reprint has been found necessary to complete sets of this 
series of Quarto Facsimiles. 

Advantage has been taken of this circumstance to remedy 
the defects found in the facsimile as first issued in 1881 ; 
defects originating in the imperfections of the original copy of 
the Q from which the facsimile was made. For this purpose 
Mr. Henry Huth has most generously allowed his beautiful 
copy of the Q to be photographed, and the text of the 
facsimile produced from it has been examined by the 
Editor, who now makes himself responsible for its correct- 
ness ; a duty which, owing to his absence from England, he 
was unable to undertake when the first edition passed 
through the press. 

His Introduction is reprinted very nearly in the same 
form in which it stood in the first issue ; some slight cor- 
rections have of course been made ; but nothing has been 
introduced or withdrawn which could in any way affect the 
conclusions to which he had then arrived and to which he still 
adheres. 

Mr. Griggs will suppry copies of this revised work to all 
subscribers, and would be glad to receive in exchange all 

copies of the first issue. 

Nov. 1888. 
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THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 

QUARTO (1) 1602. 



§ i. The earliest notice we have of this play occurs in 
the books of the Stationers' Company, under date 18th 
January, 1601-2: — 

JOHN Busby.] Entred for his copie vnder the hand of 
master Seton A booke called A n excellent and pleasant 
conceited commedie of Sir JOHN FFA ULSTOF, 
and the merry wyves of Windesor. 
ARTHURE JOHNSON.] Entred for his Copye by as- 
signment from JOHN Busbye A booke called an 
excellent and pleasant conceyted Comedie of Sir 
JOHN FFAULSTAFE and the mery wyves of 
Windsor, _ 
In this same year the Q edition of the play, which is here 
reproduced in facsimile, was published by Johnson. 

A second edition (Q 2), a mere reprint of the first, was 
issued in 161 9, with the following considerably modified 
title-page : — 

" A most pleasant and excellent Comedy, of Sir John 
Falstaffe, and the merry wives of Windsor with the 
swaggering vaine of Ancient Pistoll, and Corporall 
Nym. Written by W. Shakespeare. Printed for 
Arthur Johnson. 16 19." 
Q 1 was reprinted in 1842 for the Shakespeare Society \ 
edited by Mr. Halliwell, with Introduction, Notes, &c. 

A facsimile of it, done by hand, was also produced by 
Mr. Ashbee under Mr. Halliweirs direction in 1866. 

It is also reprinted in Vol. i. of the Cambridge Edition 
of Shakespeare's Works, edited by Messrs. Clark and Glover, 
with a collation of Q 2 and of Mr. Halliweirs reprint of Q 1 
and with a division of the play into 1 7 consecutive scenes : 
it should have been 18, as in this Facsimile, but by an over- 
sight two scenes were included under No. xii. 

Mr. W. C. Hazlitt also gives Q 1 in his edition of 
Shakespeare's Library^ 1875, Part II. Vol. ii. ; reprinting 
for this purpose Mr. Halliwell's edition of 1842, his 
Introduction, notes, &c. 



Vi § 1. THE QUARTO EDITIONS. § 2. Q 1 & F 1 BOTH FROM ONE ORIGINAL. 

The only modern reprint we possess of Q 2 is in the 
Twenty Plays, &c, published by Steevens in 1766. Not 
being able to obtain a copy of the 1602 ed. for his collection, 
he reprinted that of 16 1 9. He, however, subsequently ob- 
tained and added to it a copy of the title-page of the first 
edition. 

In these Q editions there is no division of acts and scenes. 

The fuller version of the play was first published in the 
F, 1623 : divided into acts and scenes. 

In 1630, under date 29th January, an entry in the 
Stationers' Registers records the fact that Johnson, the 
publisher of Q's 1 and 2, assigned all his estate in the Merry 
Wives to Master Meighen, who in this same year published 
an edition in quarto with the following title : — 

" The Merry Wives of Windsor, with the humours of Sir 
John Falstaffe, as also, The swaggering vaine of 
Ancient Pistoll and Corporall Nym written by William 
Shake-speare. Newly corrected. London : printed by 
T. H. for R. Meighen and are to be sold at his Shop, 
next to the Middle-Temple Gate, and in S. Dunstan's 
Church -yard, in Fleet-Street. 1630." 

A reprint of this, the Q 3 of Cam. edd., is included in 
Steevens's Twenty Plays, &c. 

It is, as is satisfactorily proved by the collations of the 
Cambridge editors, merely a reprint of the F edition, with a 
slightly modernized orthography [" Newly corrected "], and 
is of no authority. 

§ 2. The Q 1 here reproduced is very generally spoken 
of as representing a first sketch of the play, and the version 
in the F as the play revised and enlarged by its author ; but 
even if we were to admit the general truth of this description, 
it is yet quite certain that neither could be accepted as a 
perfect representation of its original. 

In this respect the text of the Q is self-condemned : in it 
prose and verse are utterly confounded ; the parts are fre- 
quently wrongly distributed ; the dialogue, often incoherent, 
is sometimes quite unintelligible. Comparison with the F 
also shows that it omits passages that must have existed in 
the original it is supposed to represent. On the other hand, 
it enables us to supply some manifest deficiencies of the F 
text, and occasionally presents superior readings of F pas- 
sages, which but for it might not have been suspected of 



§ 3. OBJECTIONS TO ONE OBIGINAL FOB Ql & Fl CON8IDEBED. VU 

corruption. Each in turn convicts the other as imperfect ; 
but whether their imperfections are to be attributed to a 
greater or lesser departure from one common original, or 
from two authentic versions (a sketch and a completed work)> 
it is perhaps impossible with certainty to decide. A prob- 
able solution of the question is all I propose to myself in 
these pages. 

My conviction is in favour of one common original for 
both versions. 

The notion of its . author putting forth first a meagre 
sketch, to be afterwards laboriously amended and enlarged, 
seems to me inconsistent with the marvellous facility mani- 
fested in his works and testified to by his contemporaries. 
The meagreness of the Q may be accounted for by the well 
known common practice of the stage of shortening plays 
for representation, and as omissions in it can be proved, 
this seems to me the more reasonable solution of the 
question. 

§ 3. It is true that in some places corresponding passages 
of the Q and F do not run parallel with each other, as they 
might be expected to do in a merely shortened version of a 
common original ; but this shuffling of the dialogue is also 
found in the early Q of Henry V. y the spuriousness of which 
is now generally admitted, and the weight of the argument 
that might be founded on it in favour of the " first sketch " 
theory is much diminished when we find that some of the 
passages apparently transposed for the F text are in fact 
evidently misplaced in that of the Q : as, for instance, in 
Act I. sc. i (Q), where Slender, without a note of warning 
makes his proposal to Anne Page in lines which are found 
in the F in Act III. sc. iv. ; yet when, in Act III. sc. iv., he 
comes a-wooing to her, then it is — " Tfaith, I know not what 
to say." This sc. iv. of Act III. is \tsz\f misplaced in the Q, 
and should, as in the F, come between the scene (sc. ii.) in 
which Falstaff escapes in the buck-basket and that (sc. v.) in 
which he calls for sack to qualify the water he has involun- 
tarily swallowed. Note too the first lines of Act V. sc. i., F, 
in which Falstaff tells Mrs. Quickly that he will meet at 
Heme's oak ; this scene is absent from the Q, but its first 
lines, altered and corrupted, are found in the Q sc. xviii. = 
Act V. sc. v., and Falstaff is awkwardly made to say that 
he will venture when he has actually done so. This 



VJil § 3. NON-SHAffES*EABB PABT8 OF Ql 

almost parallels the case of the two French-Camp scenes ih 
Henry V., in which, in the awkwardly made one scene of 
the imperfect Q, the sun is brought in at midnight (see my 
Introduction, Henry V. y Parallel texts, N. S. Soc). 

Another and perhaps stronger objection to the notion 
of a common original for both versions is that in many 
places, where the same subject matter is dealt with, the 
divergency of style and treatment is so great that it would 
seem impossible for both to have been derived from one 
common source ; but here again, if we consider the de- 
gradation, the mutilation, the restoration, and corruption 
generally to which it is well known* plays were subject 
from the time they left the author's hands till their final un- 
authorized appearance in print, the argument founded on 
these seemingly essential differences will not, I apprehend, 
be deemed unanswerable. In my view of the case, Hey- 
wood's complaint of the way in which works of his were 
treated may be taken as an answer to it : — 

" Some of my plays," says he, " have (unknown to me, 
and without any of my direction) accidentally come into the 
Printer's hands, and therefore so corrupt and mangled, 
copied only by the ear, that I have been as unable to know 
them as ashamed to challenge them" (Address to the 
Reader, prefixed to his play, The Rape of Lucrece). 

I can fancy, as I contemplate the Q text of the Merry 
Wives, that Shakespeare himself might have uttered these 
words in reference to it. I find it, indeed, very difficult to 
believe him capable at any time of his career of such a per- 
formance as the Q ; and Mr. Grant White (Preliminary 
remarks to Merry Wives), though believing in it as 
representing a first sketch, does not hesitate to assert that 
it " contains much that Sh. could not have written at all." 
Unfortunately, Mr. White does not particularize these 
non-Shakesperean bits ; but as I agree with him in his 
verdict. I will venture to point out, as a sample, one of the 
spurious passages by which, I presume, he would justify it ; 
and I select it the rather that it is comparatively complete 
in itself. Take then the first fifteen lines of the Q sc. xii. 

1 See Henslowe's accounts for mendings, alteration* and adycions to the 
works of his play-wrights. Consider also in. connection with this subject the 
known corruptions of many of Sh.'s plays by Davenant, Dryden, Tate, Cibber, 
Garrick, Ac. 



§ 4. THE TBtJE ORIGIN OF Ql. IX 

= Act III. sc. iv., the dialogue between Fen ton and Anne 
Page. If these lines can be attributed to Shakespeare's pen 
I must at once give up any pretence to knowledge of his 
style. But if this is not Shakespeare's work, and is but a 
specimen of much in the Q that he could not have written, 
hardly any firm ground for the support of the "first sketch" 
theory is left, and divergency of style and treatment must 
be otherwise accounted for. 

§ 4. The true origin of the Q I believe to be as follows : — 
The play was first shortened for stage representation : to 
the performance the literary hack, employed by the stationer 
to obtain a copy, resorted with his note-book. Perhaps he 
managed to take down some portions of the dialogue pretty 
accurately in short-hand, or obtained them by the assistance 
of some of the people connected with the theatre ; but for 
the larger portion of the play it seems evident he must have 
relied on his notes and memory only, and have clothed with 
his own words the bare ideas which he had stolen. Be it 
observed also, as Mr. Collier has pointed out, " that John 
Busby, who assigned The Merry Wives of Windsor to 
Arthur Johnson in 1602, was the same bookseller who [less 
than] two years before had joined in the publication of the 
undoubtedly surreptitious [and admittedly spurious] Henry 
V." To which I would add that for the Merry Wives he 
possibly employed the same note-taker who supplied him 
with " copy " for the Henry V. There is a little peculiarity 
common to both these quartos which would seem to point to 
this conclusion. Shure for sure, ^hute and shout for suit, 
worell for world, occur in both. Shure once in Henry V. y 
twice in Merry Wives ; shout once in Henry V., shute 
twice in Merry Wives ; worell thrice in Henry V. y twice in 
Merry Wives. And these peculiarities seem rather instances 
of phonetic spelling than printer's errors. It must not, 
however, be forgotten that both these quartos came from the 
press of T. Creed, and therefore it might be that for these 
peculiarities, which I attribute to the note-taker, the printer 
alone was responsible. 

In support of the theory that the copy for the Q Merry 
Wives was obtained by witnessing the performance of the 
play, the elaborate descriptive stage directions are especially 
noteworthy. 



X § 4, 5. PBOOFS OF BOTH QI AKD fll BEING 8HOBTENED YEBSIONS. 

In proof of the play so witnessed being merely a 
shortened version, the nature of those scenes and parts 01 
scenes which are not represented in the Q should be con- 
sidered. Most of them are without doubt such as might be 
cut out without injury to the intelligibility of the story if a 
shortened version were required, and to that cause their 
absence from the Q may as fairly be attributed as, on the 
" first sketch " theory, their presence in the F is attributed 
to after elaboration ; but some of them are provably absent 
from the Q through omission, and all, therefore, are liable 
to fall under that category. 

Instance : in Act IV. sc. v. Simple awaits in the court- 
yard of The Garter the coming down of the supposed 
Mother Pratt from Falstaff's chamber. He has two subjects 
on which to consult her : first as to the chain of which Slender 
has been cozened ; next as to his prospect of obtaining the 
hand of Anne Page. Sir John's " clerkly " answers lead 
poor Simple to expect that it will be his master's good 
fortune to win Mistress Anne, and he retires, saying, " I shall 
make my Master glad with these tydings " [" I shall make 
my maister a glad man at these tydings." — Q] ; but in the 
Q there is no mention of Anne, and Simple, therefore, is 
made to say that he will make his master a glad man with 
the news that he has been cozened of his chain ! His re- 
tiring speech could only apply to the Anne part of the 
consultation, and is a clear proof that that part is omitted 
in the Q, not added in the F. 

Again, in Act I. sc. iv. Dr. Caius's anger against Parson 
Hugh and his challenge to him is unintelligible in the Q ed., 
for there no information has been given him that Simple 
is the parson's messenger ; we must turn to the F if we 
want to understand why the Dr. challenges the Parson. A 
clear proof, therefore, that there is omission in the Q. 

§ 5. But if the F edition affords us proof of omission in the 
Q, the Q also, though in a less degree, gives evidence of 
omission in the F version. In Act I. sc. i. a sentence in one of 
Slender's speeches — " They carried mee to the Tauerne and 
made me drunke, and afterward picked my pocket " — found 
only in the Q, is absolutely necessary to the sense of the 
scene, and all editors restore it accordingly. And in several 
other instances the Q comes in to rescue the text from the 



§ 5. Fl A. SHORTENED VERSION. § 6. ITS CONFUSION OF TIME. XI 

corruptions of the F. 1 Comparison of the two versions is, 
indeed, absolutely necessary to enable an editor to give, I 
will not say a perfect text, that I am afraid is not to be 
hoped for, but the best text now obtainable of the play. 
The help they afford each other is very noticeable. Compare, 
for instance, the two versions of Falstaffs soliloquy, Act III. 
sc. v. : "Haue I liu'd to be carried ih a Basket like a barrow 
of butchers Offall? and to be throwne in the Thames?" — 
so the F; and one naturally asks, Was a barrow of butcher's 
offal carried in a basket ? The Q, however, gives the true 
reading, and one's perplexity ceases : " Haue I liued to be 
carried in a basket and throwne into the Thames like a 
barow of Butchers offoll ? " 

Further on in this speech the Q omits — accidentally, no 
doubt,— the word " fifteen " in the phrase, "blinde bitches 
puppies, fifteene i'th litter;" and corrupts " mountaine of 
Mummie" into "mountain of money." On the other hand, 
it gives the expletives with which Falstaff seasons his 
speech, which were doubtless struck out of the F version, 
when it was printed, in compliance with the Act of James 
I. touching profanity on the stage. This speech is a very 
instructive instance of the degradation of a passage for 
which both editions must have had one common original. 

§ 6. A very strong proof — to me — of the degradation to 
which the author's work has been subjected is the entangle- 
ment of its plot as regards Falstaffs meetings with Mrs. 
Ford. This entanglement, originating in Act III. sc. v., is 
caused by what I suppose must have been some managerial 
attempt to compress two scenes, representing portions of 
two separate days, into one. In the afternoon of his ducking 
in the Thames Mrs. Quickly invites Falstaff to the second 
meeting, which is to take place on the following morning ; 
yet, without any break in the action, in the same scene, 
when Ford enters we find that the following morning has 
already come. The confusion may be easily cured in the Q 
edition by simply drawing a line between the Falstaff-Quickly 

i " The fact that so many omissions can be supplied from such mutilated 
copies as the early quartos indicates that there may be many more omissions, 
for the detection of which we have no clue. The text of the Merry Wives 
given in F 1 was probably printed from a carelessly written copy of the 
author's M.S." — Note III., Cam. edd. My theory as to F 1 goes somewhat 
beyond this, and for " carelessly written copy of the author's M.S." I would 
say, c * carelessly shortened copy," &c. 



Xtf § 7. PLOT 0* CAITTS AND EVANS.. § 8. QUEEN ELIZABETH'S COMMAND. 

portion of the scene and the Falstaff-Ford portion ; and 
except that it involves the correction of two words in 
the Quickly portion of the scene inconsistent with the time 
of day, the scene may be as readily divided into two 
in the F version, and with the like satisfactory result. 
This point, however, I have already fully discussed in the 
Athenaeum, 6th April, 1878, and in the Time- Analysis of 
the Plays, printed in the Transactions of the New Sh. Soc. 
for 1878-9 ; it reveals, I think, pretty clearly some unin- 
telligent tampering with the play which could hardly be 
charged on the author himself. 

§ 7. In fact, the more closely this play is examined, the 
less probable does it appear that what has come down to us 
is a perfect representation of the work as it left the author's 
hands. Besides the instances I have pointed out, there are 
indications of another underplot projected and perhaps 
actually interwoven with it. I allude to the plot by which 
the reconciled duellists, Caius and Evans, determine to 
revenge themselves on mine Host for having fooled them. 
Twice, at the ends of scenes i. and iii. of Act III. [at the 
end of sc. i. only in Q], do they hint at something they 
intend, and in Act IV. sc. v., after the Host has lost his 
horses, they are curiously officious in cautioning him against 
the thieves : their threatened vengeance and the Host's loss 
were doubtlessly connected. We might perhaps even sup- 
pose that Pistol and Nym, who so unaccountably disappear 
from the play after the second scene of Act II., were their 
hired agents in this plot, and personated the "cousin 
germans " who bring about its catastrophe ; but this, I must 
admit, is somewhat idle speculation ; the plot, if it ever had 
existence, is irrecoverably lost, and all that can be said with 
certainty is that something is wanting to render this part of 
the play intelligible. 

§ 8. There are two traditions inseparably connected with 
this play ; consideration of them is so inevitable, not only 
as regards Shakespeare's life, but also— with which I am 
here chiefly concerned — in reference to the relation to each 
other of the Q and F versions of the Merry Wives and the 
date of the play, that I have thought it desirable to give 
here in full the testimony of the witnesses on whose authority 
we receive them ; and first — 



§ 8. QUEEN ELIZABETH'S COMMAND. xtii 

The tradition that the Merry Wives was written at the 
command of Queen Elizabeth. 

In 1702 Mr. John Dennis [born 1657] published what he 
was pleased to consider an improved version of the Merry 
Wives, under the title of "The Comical Gallant," &c. In 
his epistle dedicatory, speaking of Shakespeare's work, he 
says, "I knew very well that it had pleased one of the 

greatest queens that ever was in the world, This 

comedy was written at her command, and by her direction, 
and she was so eager to see it acted, that she commanded 
it to be finished in fourteen days ; and was afterwards, as 
tradition tells us, very well pleased at the representation.' * 

In 1709 Rowe, in his Life of Shakespeare, says of Queen 
Elizabeth, " She was so well pleased with that admirable 
character of Falstaff in The Two Parts of Henry the Fourth, 
that she commanded him to continue it for one play more, 
and to show him in love. This is said to be the occasion 
of his writing The Merry Wives of Windsor. How well 
she was obeyed, the play itself is an admirable proof." 

In 1710 Gildon, in his Remarks on the Plays of Shake- 
speare, concludes his notice of the Merry Wives thus : " The 
Fairies, in the fifth Act, make a handsome compliment to 
the Queen in her Palace of Windsor, who had oblig'd 
Shakespear to write a Play of Sir John Falstaff in Love, 
and which I am very well assured he performed in a Fort- 
night ; a prodigious thing, when all is so well contriv'd, and 
carried on without the least confusion." 

These three are the only " authorities " for this tradition ; 
later writers do but echo their statements. Whence they 
received them can only be matter of conjecture ; but that 
some such tradition as they darkly shadow forth was in 
existence at the beginning of the last century must be 
admitted. The truth of its main fact — that the play was 
written at the instance of the Queen — may, however, receive 
some little independent support from the title-page of the 
Q, which expressly states that it was performed before her ; 
and it is to be remarked that with this Q edition of the 
play none of the above witnesses appear to have been 
acquainted, their references to the play being always to the 
F version (see Hunter, New Illustrations, Vol. 1. p. 203). 

We have here, then, if — as I incline to do — we accept 
the tradition, some indication of the time at which the play 
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was first conceived; for by it we learn that Falstaff, and 
therefore his companions (with one exception), was revived 
in consequence of his popularity in Henry IV. The one 
exception is Nym, who does not make his appearance in 
the " Histories " till Henry V. If Nym, unlike his fellows, 
is not a revival, it is clear that the Merry Wives must be 
placed between Henry IV. and Henry V.; but I cannot 
believe that his position is exceptional. What part does he 
take in the Merry Wives to entitle him to special mention 
on the title-page of the Q ? He speaks barely 20 lines [in 
the F about 35], and disappears altogether from the play 
after the first scene of Act II. His popularity must have been 
gained in Henry V., and the Q editions of the plays in which 
he appears {Henry V. 1600, Merry Wives, 1602) have been 
pirated in the order of production of the plays themselves. 

The supposition — I am loth to call it an argument — that 
the Merry Wives must have been written before Henry V., 
because in that " history " Falstaff and most of his com- 
panions come to their ends, cannot, I think, require serious 
refutation. To have revived Falstaff in Henry VI. after 
killing him in Henry V. would indeed have exceeded the 
liberty allowable to fiction ; but to bring him again .on the 
stage, fixing for his reappearance a time when Harry was 
still the mad-cap Prince of Wales, was surely within the 
competence of the author. And there was reason for 
it — reason harmonizing with the tradition ; Shakespeare had 
promised his delighted audience at the end of Henry IV. 
that he would once more, in Henry V.> present to their 
laughter the great stage favourite. He failed to do so, and, 
as Johnson remarks, "this disappointment probably inclined 
Queen Elizabeth to command the poet to produce him once 
again, and to show him in love or courtship." Indeed it was 
much more likely under these circumstances that she should 
make this demand than that she should do so while Sir 
John's reappearance was still in expectation. 

It follows, then, that the earliest date for the Merry Wives 
must be the latter part of 1599, Henry V. having been pro- 
duced in the middle of that year. 

§ 9. The second tradition relates to Shakespeare's 
supposed deer-stealing, his prosecution therefore by Sir 
Thomas Lucy, his consequent flight to London, and his 
ridicule, years afterwards, of Sir Thomas as Justice Shallow. 
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Aubrey {circa 1680), be it remarked, has no reference to 
this tradition ; he merely states that-^-" This Wm. being 
inclined naturally to Poetry and acting, came to London, I 
guesse, about 18," &c; and the first allusion to the tradition 
is found in a certain blundering MS. note, said to have been 
written by the Rev. Richard Davies at some time between 
1688 and 1707, in which it is stated that Shakespeare was 
" much given to all unluckinesse in stealing venison and 
Rabbits particularly from Sr Lucy, who had him oft whipt 
& sometimes Imprisoned & at last made him fly his Native 
Country to his great Advancemt but His reveng was so great 
that he is his Justice Clodpate, and calls him a great man & 
yt in allusion to his name bore three lowses rampant for his 
Arms." The latter part of this note is supposed to allude 
to Shallow and his "dozen white luces." Later still, 1709, 
Rowe writes in his Life of Shakespeare : — " In this kind of 
settlement [his married life] he continued for some time, till 
an extravagance that he was guilty of forced him both out 
of his country and that way of living which he had taken 
up ; . . . . He had, by a misfortune common enough to 
young fellows, fallen into ill company, and amongst them, 
some that made a frequent practice of deer-stealing engaged 
him more than once in robbing a park that belonged to Sir 
Thomas Lucy, of Charlecote, near Stratford. For this he 
was prosecuted by that gentleman, as he thought, somewhat 
too severely ; and in order to revenge that ill-usage, he made 
a ballad upon him. And though this, probably the first 
essay of his poetry, be lost, yet it is said to have been so 
very bitter, that it redoubled the prosecution against him to 
that degree that he was obliged to leave his business and 
family in Warwickshire for some time, and shelter himself 
in London." 

Further on, speaking of Falstaff, Rowe says, " Amongst 
other extravagancies, in The Merry Wives of Windsor he 
[Shakespeare] has made him a deer-stealer, that he might at 
the same time remember his Warwickshire prosecutor under 
the name of Justice Shallow ; he has given him very near 
the same coat of arms which Dugdale in his Antiquities of 
that county, describes for a family there, and makes the 
Welsh parson descant very pleasantly upon them." 

Here, then, in the testimony of Davies and Rowe — re- 
corded some 70 or 90 years subsequent to the death of 
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Shakespeare — we have absolutely all* the evidence forth- 
coming on this subject : a tradition, unmentioned by pre- 
ceding witnesses, interpreting the play, itself depending for 
support on its interpretation of the play. 

That the tradition existed when Davies and Rowe re- 
corded it must be conceded ; how much truth there may be 
in it, or whether any at all, can only be matter of conjecture: 
it is quite possible that it may have arisen from the play 
itself out of the mere wish to attach some personal interest 
to what, in the poet's intention, was quite innocent of in- 
dividual application. We have an instance of this idio- 
syncrasy of the commentator-interpreter mind in the attempt 
to make out an allusion in the " Duke de Jarmany " and the 
" cousin-garmombles " to the visit paid to Queen Elizabeth 
at Windsor in 1592 by the Duke of Wiirtemberg (Count of 
Miimplegart). Already it has become clear that " gar- 
mombles" is a telling hit — metathesis-wise — at Miimple- 
gart, and possibly it may become as certain hereafter that 
the Duke or some of his followers did actually chouse some 
host or hosts out of their horses. A tradition to this effect, 
with every desirable detail, including ballad accompaniments, 
might easily be established at Windsor by any one who 
would take the trouble to inquire of two or three of the 
" oldest inhabitants " if they had ever heard of the affair. 
Of course the first inquirer would obtain no information, but 
the next would be sure to find that they had heard of it, as 
indeed they would have done from the first inquirer, and so 
the tradition would grow, as in the case of Shakespeare's 
deer-stealing it very possibly has done. 

(For a full account of this " Miimplegart " business see 
Mr. W. B. Rye's England as seen by foreigners, &c, 1865.) 

The only solid bit of fact, that we know to be so, con- 
necting the tradition with Sir Thomas Lucy is that he gave 
for his arms three luces argent. No one pretends that there 
is any recognisable likeness between his known character 
and his supposed caricature in the person of the Shallow of 
2 Henry IV. and the Merry Wives ; but when in the latter 

1 I have not of course forgotten the lost ballad mentioned by Rowe, and 
subsequently " discovered," together with part of another ballad, purporting 
to be the real Simon Pure : these " discovered " verses, brutal and stupid as 
they are, contain manifest marks of modern fabrication, and are not worth 
consideration. 
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play we find that Shallow has a dozen white luces in his 
coat, and, moreover, has a quarrel about deer-stealing, it 
becomes perfectly clear — thanks to the tradition — that 
Shakespeare did steal Sir Thomas Lucy's deer, and then 
added insult to injury by punning on his armorial bearings, 
and ridiculing him as a Shallow. But if we accept this 
rather malicious proceeding, we must at least suppose that 
Shakespeare didn't wait till his butt was in the grave to aim 
his shafts of ridicule at him 1 ; and as Sir Thomas died in 
July 1600, it follows necessarily that the F version of the 
Merry Wives, in which alone is to be found the mention of 
the dozen white luces y must have been produced before that 
date ; in fact, that both Q and F versions — supposing them 
to be separate works — must have been produced between 
the middle of 1599 and the middle of 1600. I give but little 
credit to the Shallow-Lucy tradition, and entirely disbelieve 
in the " first sketch" theory ; nevertheless, if we place the 
first production of the play say at Christmas 1599, 1 believe 
we shall not be far out as regards its date. Much earlier 
than that date it could not be on account of Henry V., nor 
would it probably be later, if any faith is to be given to the 
tradition stating that it was commanded by the Queen. 

§ 10. Yet there are in the F version a number of al- 
lusions, or supposed allusions, to known facts which would 
require for it a later date than the Q version : the reign of 
James I. rather than that of Elizabeth. 

I hope to show that they are of no value in this respect. 

In the first place, F^lstaff, in Act I. sc. i., says, " Now, 
Master Shallow, you'll complain of me to the king? " In 
the Q — "you'll complain of me to the Council." But as the 
time of the play is laid in the reign of Henry IV., the 
reference to the king or council proves nothing, and those 
who put it forward should at least remember that in the 
same version of the play it is neutralized by Shallow's con- 
stant appeal to the Council. Firmer ground for supposing 
the play to have been written in the reign of a king rather 
than in that of a queen might have been found in Act I. sc. 
iv., where Mrs. Quickly says of her master, " Here will be 
an old abusing of God's patience and the king's English ; " 
though, for the reason given above, I attach no importance 
to it myself. 
1 See Collier's Introduction to Merry Wives, Shakespeare's Works, ed. 1858. 
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Another argument in favour of a later date for the F 
version is founded on the reference, or rather on the sup- 
posed reference, in Act I. sc. i. 1. 92, to the Cotswold games, 
instituted or revived by Robert Dover ; but as it has been 
shown (see Hunter, New Illustrations, vol. i. p. 201) that 
these games were in existence at least as early as 1596, that 
argument may also be set aside. 

Then we have the supposed allusion to the profuse 
creation of knights by James I. at the commencement of his 
reign in Mrs. Page's remark (Act II. sc. i.) — " These knights' 
will hack," &c. ; but as James did not create female knights, 
I do not think this allusion can be accepted : I agree with 
Staunton that " nothing like a satisfactory explanation of 
this passage has yet been given," . . . . " there must be in 
it a meaning more pertinent than this." 

Lastly, we have Mrs. Quickly* s account of the " coach 
after coach " in which Mrs. Ford's suitors visited her ; but 
as it was thought desirable in 1601 to bring in a Bill to 
restrain the excessive use of coaches within this realm (see 
Vol. xx., Archceologia, p. 465), we may be pretty confident 
that they were not uncommon before this year, and there- 
fore that no argument in favour of a later date for the F than 
for the Q can be founded on this speech of Mrs. Quickly's. 

I take it then that there is nothing in the F version — 
except, of course, its greater perfection — which would 
suggest the necessity of a later date for it than for the Q ; 
while, on the other hand, if any credit at all is due to the 
traditions cited above, it becomes almost impossible to fix 
on any other date for the production of both F and Q than 
that which I assign to the original play ; the truer, though 
not perfect, representation of which I see in the F, while in 
the Q I can see but its mutilated and corrupted form. 

§ 11. The table oh the last page of this Introduction 
shows the scenes in which the personages of the drama 
appear. The long dash in the dotted line denotes the F; 
the short dash beneath the dotted line the Q. 

In Act III. sc. i. Bardolph is marked as present in the 
Q ; he is addressed by the Host, but his presence is not 
otherwise indicated. In accordance with the plot, he could 
not be present, being at this time engaged in introducing 
Ford, as Brook, to Falstaff at The Garter. 



§ 12. THIS FACSIMILE: ITS LINE-NUMBEE9 AND MABKS. xix 

In Act III sc. ii. Mrs. Page is spoken of as present by 
her husband in the Q ; her presence is not otherwise in- 
dicated, and at this time she should be with Mrs. Ford 
preparing the buck-basket for Falstaff. The F first part of 
this scene, in which she really appears, is absent from the Q. 

In Act III sc. iii. Shallow and Slender are included in 
the entrance in the Q ; they could not, however, be present, 
having left the company in the preceding scene to visit Anne 
at Page's house. * 

Act III. sc. iv. and v. The order of these scenes is re- 
versed in the Q. 

In Act V. sc. v., in the F entrance, Pistol's name occurs, 
and he has three speeches assigned to him. His part in the 
play, however, ceases with Act II. sc. ii. : the occurrence of 
his name here is probably due to the fact that the actor who 
played Pistol doubled his part with that of one of the fairies. 

§ 12. On the inner margins of the facsimile text the no. 
of the Q scenes (18 consecutive scenes) and the numbers of 
the lines, in fours, are marked. On the outer margins the 
corresponding acts, scenes and lines of the F. Lines marked 
with a dagger (f) differ more or less from the Q text , lines 
marked with a star (*) are either altogether absent from the 
F, or are such as cannot be paralleled with it. Occasionally, 
however, I have bracketed starred lines, and referred to 
passages of the F which seem to treat of the same subject 
matter. 

In one instance — Q sc. xiii. 1. 42 — I have marked a line 
as identical with a line of the Q 1604 Hamlet (What is the 
reason that you vse me thus ? — V. i. 3 1 2). The significance 
of this fact I leave to the judgment of those who are specially 
interested in the chronology of Shakespeare's plays. 

P. A. DANIEL. 
1 880-1888. 
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A pleafant conceited Co- 
medic, of Syr John Fafflaffe , and the 
merry Wiues of VVindfor. 

Enter /*//<* Shallow, Syr Hugh^aijler Page^ 
and Slender. 

Shal. ^Eretalketomejlemakeaffcuvcham- 
-*^ bcr matter of it. 

The Councell (hall know it. (mee. 
Pag. Nay good maifter ShalUm be perfwaded by 
Slen. Nay furely my vncle (hall not put it vp fo. 
Sir Hu. Wil you not hearc reafons ML Slenders? 
You (hould hearcreafbns. 

Shal. Thohebeaknight, hefliallnotthinketo 
carrieit(baway # 
M.Pagel willnotbewronged.Foryou 
Syr,I loueyou^andformy coufen 
He comes to lookcvpon your daugnter. 

Pa. And heres my hand,and if my daughter 
Like him fo well as I,wcel quickly haue it a match: 
In the meane time let me in treat you to foiourne 
Here a while. And on my life He vndertakc 
To make you friends. 
Sir Ha. IprayyouM.S&aHowcsletitbero* 

A 3 Tiie 
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Scene. I. 
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ji plea/aunt Qomedie, of 
The matter is pud to arbitarments. 
ThefirftmanisM ^,vide!icetM.?^. 
The kcond is my felfe > videlicet my felte. (tw. 
And the third and Iaft man, is mine hoft of the gar- 

EmerSyrlohn Falftaffe.Pifto^Bardoife, 
and Nim, 

HercisGtldn himfelfenowjookeyou. 

Fal. NowM.sMow, youlecomplaineofme 
to the Councell,I heare t 

Shal. Sir lohnSu John, you haue hurt my keeper. 
Kild my dogs,flolne my deere. 

Fal. But not kifled your keepers daughter. 

Shal Well this (hall be anfwered. 

Fal. Ileanfwere it (trait, fhauedoneall this. 
This is no w anfwred. 

Shal. Weli,theCouncell {hall know it. 

Fal. Twerebetterforyoutwereknownetn 
Youle belaught at. (counfcli, 

Sir ffu. Good vrdes fir lohn y good vrdes. 

FaU Good vrdes, good Cabidge. 
Slender. I brake your head, 
What matter haueyou againft mee? 

•Sltn. I haue matter in my head againft you and 
your cogging companions, PisloUmdNym. They 
carried mee to the Tauerne and made mee drunke, 
and afterward picked my pocket, 

Fal. What fay you to this Pifto0,did you picke 
Maifter Slenders purfe Pifloll? 

Slen. I by this handkercher did he. Two faire 
ftouellboord (hillings, befidesfeuen groats in mill 
fixpences* Fa/. 
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Sc.i. 



56 



68 



the merry Vim ofVmdfor. 

Fdl. What lay you to this Piftollf 

Pift. Sir/^^andMaifterraine,I combat craue 
Ofthis fame laten bilbo. I do retort thclic 
Euen in thy eorge,thy gorge,thy gorge. 

Sltn. By this light it was he then. 

Nym. Syr my honoris not for many words, 
But if you run bacc humors of me, 
I will lay mary trap. And there's die humor of it. 

Fat. You heare thefe matters denidegcntlem^ 
Youheareit. 

Enter MiftreJfeVoot&> MiJlreJfcVd^^andber 
daughter Anns. 

Pa. No more now, 
I thinkeit be almoft dinner time, 
For my wife is come to meet vs. 

Fat. Miftreflei^iw^Ithinkeyournameis, 
Iflmiftakcnot. 

ty-Iohnkiffesher. 

Mif.Ford. Your miftake fir is nothing but in the 
Miftrefle.But my husbands oamcisFoordfir. 

Fa/. I (hall defire your more acquaintance. 
The like of you good mifteris Page. 

Mif.Pa. With all my hart (\tlohn. 
Come husband will you goe ? 
Dinner ftaies for vs. 

Pa. WithaUmyhart.comealongGentlemen. 

Exitalljmt Slender and 
mftrejJeAme. 

Aim. 
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sipUa/ant QmteJte^of 
Anne. Now fbrfooth why do you ftay me ? 

What would vou with me ? 
m^ Slot. Nayformyownepartjlwouldlirieorno- 

thing with you.I loue you well,and my vnde can 

tell you how my liuing (lands. And if you can loue 

me why (b. It not , why men happic man be his 

dole. 

An. You(aywellM.£&m&r. 

Butfirft yxHimuft giuemeleauero 

Bcacquaintedwith your humor, 

And afterward to loue you if I can. 

Skn. Why byGodjthcrc'sneucramaninchrf. 
T t» ftendomc can defire more. What hauc you Beares 
t inyourTownemiftreftc^/f«,yourdogsbarkcfbf 

t v» An. I cannot tell M^W^Ithinke there be. 

t „ Skn. Ha howfay your" I warrant your afeard of 

t aBeare let loofe,areyou not i 

t An. Yestruftme. 

t 306 Sfoi. Now that's meate and drinke to me, 

t i»i UerunyontoaBeare, andtakcherbytherauflcll, 

You neuer Jawthelike. 

But indeed I cannot blameyou, 

For they are maruellous rough things. 
An. WillyougoemtodmnerM^fewtor/ 

The meate ftaiesfor you. 
? ^u Skn. No faith not I.I thanke you, 

2f 7 I cannot abide the finell of hot meate 
r *9f NcrefinccIbrokemy(hin.Hctclyouhow!tcame 
t By my troth.A Fencer and I plaid three venies 

ForadHh offtewd prunes^ndl withmy ward 

Defending my hcad,hehotmy Qua. Yes&ith. 
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Enter 
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the merry Viuesof^mdfor. 

Enter Maijler Page. 

Pa. Come,come Maifter S&*<&r,dinner ftaies for 
you. 
Sib. Icaneatenomeate,Ithankeyou. 
Ps. Youfliallnotchoofelfav. 
Slen. Ilefollow you fir,pray feade the way. 
Kay be God raifteris Anne, you (hall goe firft, 
I haue more manners then Co J. hope. 
An. Well fir,I will not be troublefome. 

Exitmnes. 

Enter fir Hugh <wd Simple Jfam dinner, 

StrH*.HaxkyovLSp*ple,pray you beare this letter 
to DodorCrfjfwhoule, the French Doftor. He is 
twellvp along theftreet, and enquire of hishoufe 
for one miftris gxicklyfiis woman,or his try nurfe, 
and deliuer this Letter to her, it tis about Maifler 
S£m&r.Lookeyou,willyou do it now f 

Sim, I warrant you Sir. 

SirHu. Pray youdo,Imu(tnotbeabfentatthe 
grace. 
I willgoe make an end of my dinner, 
There is pepions and cheeie behinde. 

Exitomnes* 

Enter firlohn FalftaHcs ffeff of the Carter, 
Nym,Bardolfe,Piftoll, andtheboy. 
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A plea/ant Comedie, of 
fftfl. Whatfes my bully Rooke? 
Spcakefchollerly and wifely. 
Fat. MineHoft, Imuftturneawayfomeofmy 

followers. 
ffeff. Difairdbully,ff<w#&caflire. 
Let them wag,trot,trot. 
Fal, I fit at ten pound a weeke. 
HoB. Thou art an Emperour C^/Sr, fhtffcr and 
AV/&rbuHy. 
lie entertaine&tr^^.Heflialltap,hefballdraw. 
SaidIweU,bully/ft<5F»rf 
Fal. Do good mine Hoft. 
Hon. I hauefpokcXa him follow, J?W*#£ 
Let me fee thee troth,and lyme. I am at 
A word. Follow, follow. 

Exit Hon. 
Fal. Do Jbft&4£,aTapfterisa good trade, 
An old doake will make a new Ierkm, 
A withered fcruineman,arrdh Tapfter: 
follow him Bardoffe. 
Bar. I will firjlc warrant you lie make a good 
fliifttoUue. 

Exit Bardd/e. 

Pip O bace gongarian wight,wilt thou the fpic- 

ket willd? 
Njm. Hismindeis notheroick. Andtheresthe 

humor of it. 
Fal. Welt my Laddes, I am almoft out at the 

heeles. 
fif* Why then let cybesinfiic. 
A^w. I thanke thee for that humor. 

Fal. 



the mmy "blues ofurind/br. 
Fat* Welllamgiadlam io rid of this tinder 
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His ftealth was too open,hisfikhing was like u T 

An vnsldlfull finger, he kept not time. 
Njm. Thegoodhumoristoftealeataminutes 

reft. 
Fif. Tisfoindecdi^w,thouhaft hit it right. 
Fat, Wcll^aforeGodjImuftchcatjIrauftcony- * t 

catch. 
Which of you lenowes Fmdof this Towne ? 
Pif. Ikeathewight,hei$offubftancegood 
FaL WellmyhoaeftLadSjIictcllyouwhat ¥ r 

lam about. 

Pif. Two yards and more. 

J'&Nogibes now P#«&indecdlam two yards 
In the waft,but now lam about no waft : 
Briefly ,1 am about thrift you rogues you, 
IdofotendtomakelouetoFiattftwife, g t 

Iefpie entertainment in her. She carues,(he 
Difcourfes.She giuesthelvreofinuitation, 
And euery part to be conmired rightly is^ am 
SyilohnFtlftaffes. 

P^Hehathftudied her well, outofhoncftic , f t 

IntoEngltfh. 

F4/. Nowthercportgoc$,(hehathalltheruIe 
Of her husbands purfe. She hathlegiansofangels. 

Pif. As many diuch attendher. 
Andtohcrboy&yl. « 

FaL HcreVsaLcttcrtoher, Heeresanother to « t 

mifterisP<ge. t 
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Apkdfant Comedie, of 
Whoeuen nowgaueme good cies too, examined 
my exteriors with fuch a greedy intentio, with the 
beames of her beautie, that it teemed as (he would 
a fcorged me vp like a burning glafle. Here is ano- 
ther letter to her, (hee bores thepurfetoo. They 
{hall be Excheekerstorae, and lie be cheaters to 
them both.TheymallbcmyEaft and Weft Indies, 
and lie trade to them both. Heere bearethou this 
Letter to miftrefle Foord.And thou this to miftrefle 
P^f.Weelethriue Lads, we will thriue. 

Pifi. Shall I fir Panderowes of Troy become? 
And by my fword were ftcelc. 
Then Lucifer take all. 

Nym. Here take your humor Letter againe, 
For my part, I will Iceepe thehauior 
Of reputation. And theres the humor ofit. 

Fd. Here firrhabeareme theft Letters titely, 
Sailelikemy pinnice to the golden mores : 
Hence flaues,avant. Vanifli like hailftones,goe. 
FalftafeviiW tearne the humor of this age, 
French thrift you rogue, my felfeand fcirted Page. 

ExitFdlHaffe, 
andthcBty. 
Pif And art thou gone? Teafter He haue in pouch 
When thou (halt want,bace Phrygian Turke. 

Nym, I haue operations in my head , which are 
humors of rcuenge. 

Pif. Wilt thou reuenge / 

Nym. By Welkin and her Fairies. 

Pif By wit,or (word i 

Nym. With both the humors I will difclofc this 
loue to Ag*He poles him with Iallo wes, 

And 



to 



ScjjL 



,HL 



92 



96 



Scjy. 



themenyTtittesofTiHndJcr. 
Andtheres thehumorof it. 

Pif. AndltoFMft/wHIlikewHetcil 
Howi^^varlotvilde, 
Would haue her loue,hisdoue would prone, 
And eke his bed defile. 

Njm. Let vs about it then. (on. 

Pif. lie iecond thee : ik Corporallitywtroope 

Exitomncs* 
ErterMiJJrefeQukVly^dSim^k. 

£mc. M. S/etuteris your Mailers namefty you? 

Sim. I indeed that is his name. 

guic. Howfayyou?Itakeitheeis(bmewhata 
weakly man: 
Andhe has as it were a whay coloured beard. 

Sim. Indeed my matters beard is kane colored. 

gujc. Kane colour,you fay well. 
And is this Letter fiomfirr#», about Mifteris^/», 
Is it not? 

Sim. I indeed is it. 

guic. So: and your Maifter would haue meas 
htweretofpeaktomifteris^jnw concerning him : 
I promife you my M.hath a great affeOioned mind 
to miftrefle Anneh\mk\k. And if helhould know 
that I mould as they fay,giuemy verdit for anyone 
buthimfelfc, I mould hearc of it throughly : For 
I tell you fricnd,he puts all his priuities in me. 

Sim. I by my faith youareagoodftaieto him. 

^inc. Am V. land you knew all yowd fay fo : 
Warning, brewing, baking, all goes through my 
Or eHeit would be buta woe houft. (hands, 

Sim. Ibefluowme } onewoaiantodoaUthis. 

B $ h 
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Jpleafant Qmedie, of 
Is very painfull. 

$$tje, Areyouautfedofthat/ I,Iwarrantyou, 
Takeall^nd pale all^all goc through my hands, 
And heis men a honcft man,and hefliould chance 
t 3* To come home and findea man here,we mould 
Haue no who with him.He is a parlowes man. 

• Sim, Is he indeed/ 
£>uic. /shequothyowfGodkcepehim abroad: 

Lordbleflc me,who knocks there f 
» * t For Gods fakeftcp into the Counting-houfe, 

While/goefee whole at doore. 

He fiefs into the Couming-houfe, 
Whit idrrtogfyMny 
Areyoucomehomefiralreadic? 

Jnttjbctpmtbcdem* 

• f Boil- /begar/ be forget my oyntment, 

Enttrlohn. 

* » Itog. Here fir, do you call t 
' * Dot, IyoubeidrtRugbiejndyoubeLukRagty 

Goe run vp met your hcclcs^and bring away 
Deoyntment in de vindoe prcfent: 
« Make halt /«fa/fr£to.O /am almoft/orget 

f » My fimples in a boxein de Counting- houfe: 
» JJ|*» O /dhu vat be here,a deuella,a deuella i 
t v My Rapier J«foJf«gfjr,Vatbeyou,vat make 

* it You in my Coun ting, houfe P 
t 77 /tlnckyoubeateefe. 

£&. iemubIefleme,weareallvndone. 
Sim. O Lord(irno:/aranothceJe, 
/amaSeruingman : 



My 
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thmmybwestfibhulfor. 
Mynameis/^w-y/w/^/brouchtaLctter/Ir 
From my M.Slr»der,a.boutmmris^mjeP^e 
Sir : indeed that is my coroming. 

Doc, /begarisdatail:/^J7^gineamapen 
An/nck;tarchevnpetrittarchcalitdc. 
TbeDotforrvritct. 
Sim, O God what a furious man is this? 
i>««f. Nay itis wellheisno worfc : 
1 am glad he is (o quiet. 

2><v.Here giue datfame to fir H»,\t ber vechal&e 
Bcgartcilhim/willcuthisnafe,wilJyou.* 
Sim. J (ir,/le telJ himib. / may< 

Z>w. Datbeveli, my Rapier JobnRugbj, follow 

ExitDaffor. 

Sjw. Well my friend, /cannot tarry,tell your. 
Maifter /le doo what / can for him, 
And fo farewell. 

Sim. Mary wilI/,/am glad/am got hence. 

Exitcmnes, 

Enter MiftreJJi Page, reading of 
a Letter, 

(reafon, 
Mif.Pa. MiftrefleP^/Ioueyou. Askemeno 
Becaiuetheyrimpoffibletoalledge.Yourfaire, 
And /am fat. Yon loue fack,fo do /: 
As /am fure/haue no mind but tolouc, 
So / know you haue no hart but to grant (knowes 
Afouldierdoth not vfe many words, where a 
Alerter may feme foraftntence. /loue you, 
Andfo/leaueyou. 

TmrsSyr IcbnFalfiaffe, 

Now 
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Apleajant Comedie, of 
Now Idhu blefle me,am I methomorphifed t 
I thinke I knowenot my felfe. Why what a Gods 
namedoththismanfeein me, that thus he fhoores 
atmyhoneftie ? Well but thatlknowemyowne 
heart, I fhould fcarcelyperfwademy felfel were 
hand. Why what an vnreafbnable woolsack is this. 
Hewasneuer twicein my companie,andifthenI 
thought I gaue fuch aflTurauce with my eies,Ide pul 
them out, thcyfliould neuer fee more holiedaies. 
Well, I (hall truft fat men the worfe while I Hue for 
his (ake.O God that I knew how to be reuenged of 
him. But in good trme ? heeres miftreffe Foord. 
Enter MitfrefleVootd. 

MifiForHovr now Miftris Page } avc you reading 
Loue Letters * How do you woman f 

MifPa. O woman lam I know not what : 
In loue vp to the hard eares. I was neuer in fuch a 

cafeinmylife. 

Mif.Ford. In loue,nowin thenameof God with 
.whom 1 

Mif.Pd. Withonethatfweareshelouesme, 
And I muft not choofebut do the like againe: 
I prethie looke on that Letter. 

Mif.For. He match your letteriuft with thelike, 
Line for Iine,word for word.Onlythename 
Of mifteris P^and mifterisFwv/difagrees : 
Do me the kindnes to looke vpon this. 

tdif.Pa. Why this is right my letter, 
O moft notorious villaine ! 
Why what a bladder of iniquitie is this t 
Lets be reuenged what (b ere we do. 

MifFor. Reuenged,if weliuewcel be reuenged. 

OLord 
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the merry Tbiues of^lndfor. 

Lord if my husband (hould fee this Letter, \u»-5 f 
Ifaith this would euen giue edge to his Iealoufie. 

Enter Ford, Page, PittollandNym. 

Mif.Pa. Sec where our husbands are, 
Mine's as far from Iealoufie, 
Aslamfrom wronging him. 

Pif. iWthewordsI(peakeareforft: 
Beware 5 take heed/or-F^j^Joues thy wife : 
When PifiolDxts do this. 

Ford. Whyfirmywifeisnotyoung. 

Pif He wooes both yong and old,both rich and 
Nonecomesamis.Ifayhelouesthywjfe: (poore \" r * f 

Faire warning did I giue,take heed, 

For fbmmer comes, and Cuckoo birds appeare: <n t 

Page belieue him what hefes. Away fir Corporall *.* t 

Exit PiB oil: {Nym. 

Nym. Syr the humor ofitis,heloues your wife, * f 

1 (hould ha borne the humor Letter to her : '» - 5 f 
I fpeake and I auouch tis true : My name is Nym. \ Ho 
Farwelljloue not the humor of bread and cheefe: J 
And theres the humor of ir. Exit Nym. 

Pa. The humor of ir,quoth you : t* t 

Heres afellowfrites humor out of hiswits. m t 

Mif.Pa. How now fweet hart,ho w doft thou ? 

Enter Mifreffe guickly. 

Pa. How now man ? How do you miftris Ford? w > 

MtfFor.Well Ithankeyou good M.Page. * 

How now husband 1 howchauncethouartfomc- ,„ t 

lancholy? t 



* 



Ford. Melancholy Jam not melancholy. t 



is* t 



Goegetyouin^oe. 
Mtf.For. God faueme/ee who yonder is: ^3 t 
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A plea] ant ComeJie, of 
Week fet her a workc in this bufinefle. 

MifPa. O (heele fcrue excellent. 
Now you come to fee my daughter An lam fure* 

Quic. I forfooththatismycomming. 

MifPa. Come go in with me.ComeMifJW. 

MifYor. I follow you Miftreffe Page. 

Exit MifreJfe¥ord,MffPage,4ndQgic\dy. 

far. M. Page did you heare what the/e fellowes 

Pa. YesM.F^whatof thatfir? ({aid? 

F*r. Do you thinke it is true that they told vs f 

Pa. No by my troth do I not, 
I rather take them to be paltry lying knaues. 
Such as rather fpeakes of enuie, 
Then of any certaine they haue 
Of any thing. And for the knight,perhaps 
He hath fpoke merrily,as the fafhion of fat men 
Are : But fhould he loue my wife, 
Ifaithlde turne her loofe to him : 
And what he got more of her. 
Then ill lookes 5 and Ihrowd words, 
Why let me beare the penaltie of it. 

Yor. Nay I do not miftruft my wife, 
Yet Idebeloth to turne them together, 
A man may be too confident. 

Enter HoH and Shallow. 

Pa. Here comes my ramping hoft of thegarter, 
Ther's either licker in h is hed,or mony in his purfe, 
That he lookes fo merily.Now mine Hoft? 

WoH. God bleffe you my bully rookes,God blefle 

Cauelera Iuftice I fay. (you. 

ShaL At hand mine noft,athand.MJWgod den 

God den an twentie good M.Page. (to you. 

I tell 
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the merry Tbiues oftoind/br. 
I tell yon fir wehauefport in hand* 

HoH. Tell him cauclira Iuftice : teH him bully 

Ford. Mine Hoft a the garter: (rookc. 

BoU. What fes my bully rooked 

Herd. A word with you fir. 

VoxdandtheHoJl talks. 

Shd. Harke you firjle tell you what thefport 
Do&orCtyjwandfirtfiareto fight, ((hall be, 
My merrie Hoft hath had die meafiiring 
Of their weapons^and hath (eare : 

Appointed them contrary places.Hat kern your 

H§fh Haft thou no fhutcagainft my knight, 
My gucft^ny cauellira: 

Tor. None I proteft : But tell him my name 
1$ Srooke, onlie for a left. 

H0B1 My hand bully r Thou (halt 
Haue ceres and regres.and thy 
Namelhall bt Brooke : Sed I well bully He&or? 

Sbdl. ItellyouwhatM.P^Ibclecuc 
TheDoftorisnoIefter^heelelaieiton : 
For tho webelufticcsand Dolors, 
And Church men, yet we are 
The Tonnes of women M . Page : 

Pa: Truemaifter&W/b?: 

Shd: Itwilibefoundfomaiftcr?4gt: 

Vd. Maifter&k#<m> you your felfe 
Haue bene a great fighter^ 
Tho now a man of peace: 

Shah M.P^Ihauefecncthcckythaprong 
Tall fellowes with their ftroke& their paflado, 
I haue made them trudge Maifter Page, 
A us the hart,the hart doth all : I 

C z Haue 
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J plea/ant Comedie, of 
Hauefeene the day, with my two Hand fword 
I would a madeyou foure tall Fencers 
Scipped like Rattes* 

Hofi. Here boves^hall we wag,(hall we wag i 

Shot. Ha with you mine hoft. 

Exit Hott and Shallow* 

Va. ComeM.FW,fliallwetodinnerc* 
I know thefe feliowes fticks in your minde. 

For. Noingoodftdnetfenotin mine: 
Yet for all this fie try it further, 
Jwillnotlcaueitfo; 
Come M. Page, (hall we to dinner ? 

Pa. With ail my hart fir, 7le follow you. 

Exit omttes. 
Enter Syr Iohn>andPistott. 

TaL /knot lend thee a peny. 

Pif, /will retort the fum in equipage, 

rd. Notapennie : /hauebeene content you 
fliuld lay my countenance to pawne:/hauegrated 
vpon my good friends for 5. repriues, for you and 
your Coach-fellow Njm , elfe you might a looked 
thorow a grate like a geminy of babones./am dam- 
ned in hell for (wearing to Gentlemen yourgood 
fouldiersand tall feliowes: And when miftrifle JBr/- 
get loft the handle of her Fan, /tookedonmyho* 
thouhadftitnot. 

Pif Didft thou not (hare ( hadft thou not flf- 

teene pence t 
Vdl. Reafonyourogue 5 reafon. 
Doeft thou thinke ile indanger my fbule gratis i 
In briefer hang no more about mee, /am no gy bit 
foryou.Afhortknifeanda throng to your manner 
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the many Ttoues ofamdfor. 
ofpickt hatcb,goe.YotiIe notbearca Letter for me 
you rogueyou : you (land vpon your honor. Why 
thou vnconfinable bafenefle thou , tis as much as I 
can do to keep the tcrmes of my honor precife.1,1 
myfelfefometimes, ieauingtnefeareofGodon 
the left hand,am faine to fhuftel 3 to filch & to lurch. 
Andyetyouftand vpon your honor, you rogue. 
You,you. 

Pif.l do recant: what woulft thou more of man? 

Fal. Well,gotoo,away,nomore. 
Enter Mifircjft ggckly. 

guic. Good you god den fin 

Fal. Good den fairc wife. 

gttic* Notfoantlikeyourworfhip. 

Fal. Faire may d then. 

gwc. ThatIamDebefworne,asmyttiother 
The firft hourel was borne. (was 

Sir I would fpeake with you in priuate. 

Fal. Sayonlprethyieeresnoncbutmyowne 
houihold. 

guje. Arethey/b^NowGodbleffethem^and 
make them his feasants, 
Syr I come from MifttctkFwrd. 

Fal. So from Miftreffe Ftord.Goeon. 

jguic. I fir^fhe hath tent me to you to let you 
Vnderftand (he hathreceiued your Letter, (din 
And let me tell you, (heis one Hands vpon her ere- 

Re/. Well, come MifterisFW,MifterisFW. 

guje. I fir,andas they fay, flic is not the firft 
Hath bene led in a fooles paradice. 

Yal Nay prethy bebriefemy good (he Mercury. 

Qiw.Mary fir,(heed haueyou meet her between 
eight and nine. C i Val. 
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^fpleafmtQnueMe 9 of 

Yd. So betweene eight and nine : (birding, 

$wc. I forfooth/or then her husband goes a 

Yd. Well commend meto thy miftris,tel her 
I willnot feile her .* Boy giue her my purfc. 

£mc. Nayfirlhaueanotheraranttodotoyou 
From mifteris Page : 

VaL From mifteris Page? I prethy what ofher? 

iJjw.By my troth / think you work by /nchanc 
Els they could neuerloueyouasthey doo:(ments, 
F4/.Not//auurethee:(ettingtheatradionofmy 
Good parts afide,/ vie noother inchantments : 

gwc. Well fir,(heloues you extreemly: 
AndJet me tell you,fhecs one that feares God, 
And her husband giues her leaue to do all: 
ForhefenothalfeloiealoufieasMJEWis. (Yord, 

Vol. But harkethee,hath mifteris P^&miftris 
Acquainted each other how dearly they loue me i 

Jtafe . O God no fir ; there were a ieft indeed. 

Vm. Wellfarwel,commend meto mifteris Yard, 
/will not faile her fay. 

Quit. God he with your worfhip. 

ExitMiJlrejfeQHicklj. 
Enter Bardtlfe. 

Bar. Sir beer's a Gentleman, 
One M* J?wfc,would {peak with you, 
He hath fent you a cup of facke. 

Yal. M. Brwke,hees wcIcome:Bid him come vp, 
Such Brookes are alwaies welcome to me : 
A Iaei, will thy old bodie yet hold out f 
Wilt thou afterthe expence of Co much mony 
Be now a gainer/' Good bodie /thanke thee, 
Andile makemore oftheethen /ha done : 

Ha 



to 
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Ha^mifterisF^andniiftcrisP^^haue i t 

I caught you a the hip i go too. ■* 

Enter Foord difguifedlike Brooke, 

For. God fane youfir, >» * 

F*/. Andyoutoo,wouldyoufpeakwithme/ t 

JW. Mary would /fir, /am fomewhatboJde to 
My name is Brooke. ftroubleyou, \ 1 *' ♦ 

Fal. Good M. #™>ir your veric welcome. **« ♦ 

jfw\ /faith fir / am a gentleman and a traucller, 
That ha uefcenfome what. And /haue often heard 
That if mony goes before,all waies lie open. 

Fal. Monyisagoodfouldierfir,andwillon. 

For. /faith fir,and / haue a bag here, 
Would you wood hclpe meto beareit. 

' Fal. O Lord, would /could tell how to deferuc 
Tobe your porter. 

For. That may you eafily fir John: I haue ait ear- 
Sute to you. But good fir lohn when I haue (neft 
Told you my griefe,caft one eie of your owne 
Eftate,fince your felfeknew what tis tobe 
Such an offender* 

Fal. Verie well fir,procecd. 

For. Sir I am deeply in loue with one Fords wife 
Ofthis Towne.Nowfir lobnyou areagentleman 
Of good difcourfing,well beloued among Ladies, } ***+ t 

A man of fuch parts that might win 20. fuch as (he. * 

Fal. O good fir. (loue *j, * 

For. Nay beleeue itfir lohn fox tis time.Now my 
Is fo grounded vpon her,that without her loue 
Ifliaflhardlyliue. 

FaL Haue you importuned her by any means? .»-* t 

Ford. NoneuerSir. 
; Fal. Of 
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Jpkafant Comedie, of 
t u, Yd. Ofwhatqualitieisyourlouethen? 

Yord. Ifaithfir,likcafeirehoufe(ctvpon 
Another mans foundation. (me? 

t « 7 * Yd. And to what end haueyou vnfolded this to 

t **9 -j- Yor. O fir,when I haue told you that,I told you 

Forfhefirftandsfopureinthefirmeftate (all: 
Ofher honeftie, that (he is too bright to be looked 
Againft : Now could I come againft her 
With fome dete#io,I (hould (boner perfwade her 
From her marriage vow,and a hundred fiich nice 
Tcarmes that flieele fland vpon. 
Yd. Why would it apply well to theveruenfie 
ofyourafFe&ion, (ioy? 

That another (hould pofleffewhat you would en- 
Meethinks you prefcribe verie propofteroufly 
Toyourfeffe. 

Yor* Nofir,forbythatmeanes(houIdIbecer- 

tainc of that which I now mifdoubt. 
Yd. Well M.Brooke,lle firft make bold with your 
* 26t ' 5 1 Next,giue me your hand.Laftly, you (hall (mony, 

And you wil!,enioy Yards wife. 
*66 For.O good fir. 

t ** 7 Yd. M. Brooke ; I (ay you (hall. 

tu- 9 Ford. Want no mony Syr lohn,y ou (hall want 

t *r« YaL WantnoMifteris/WM.-Srwk, (none, 

t rfi You (hall want none. Euen as you came to me, 

t w r Her fpokes mate,her go between parted from me : 

I may tell you M.Brooke >\ am to meet her 
t tv-t Between 8 . and 9. for at that time the Iealous 

t m* Cuckally knaue her husband wil be from home, 

Come to me (bone at night, you (hall know how 
I fyccd M.Brooke. 

Ford* 
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the merry Trim ofvhdfir. 

lord. Sir do you know Ford? (him not, 

FaL Hang him poore cuckally knauc J know 
And yet I wrong him to call him poore.For they 
Say tne cuckally knauehath legions of angels, 
For the which his wife (ecmes to me well fauored, 
And He vfc her as the key of the cuckally knaucs 
Coffcr^and there's my randeuowes. 

Ford. Meethinkes fir it were very good that you 
Ford f that you might (hun him. (knew 

FaL Hang him cuckally knauejleftare him 
Out of his witsjlckeepehim inawe 
With this my cudgell: It (hall hang like a meator 
Orethe wittolly knaues head,M. Brookethon (halt 
See I will predominate ore the pea (ant, 
And thou (halt lie with his wife. M.Brooke 
Thou (halt know him for knaueand cuckold, 
Cometo mefoone at night. ~V 9 

Exh Falfiaffe. 

Ford. What a damned epicurian is this ? 
My wife hath (em for him,tne plot is laid : 
P^isanAffe^afooIe.AtecureAfle, 3t ^ 5 t 

lie fooner truft an Irtfhman with my 
Aquauita bottle,Sir Hu our parfbn with my cheefe, 
A thecfe to walk my ambling gelding,th6 my wife 
With her fdferthen (he plots,then (he ruminates, \ 3 ' 7 "* 

And what (he thinkes in her hart (he may effe&, 
Sheele breake her hart but (he will effe<3 it. 
God be prai(ed,God be praifed for my iealoufie: 
Well Ilegoe preuenthim,the time drawes on, 
Better an houre too (bone,then a mink too late, 
Gods my life cuckold,cuckold. 

Exit Ford. 
D Enter 
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ApUafant Comtdie, of 
Enter the Doctor and his mdn. 

Doc. lohnRMgbkgOQlooVtmttyovatkiottAt 

* And fpie and you can fee de parfon. (ftall^ 

* /?*#♦ Sir I cannot tell whether he be there or no, 
But I fee a great many comming. 

Doe. Bully moy,mon rapier lohn Rugate, begar 
Hearing be not fo dead as I (hall make him. de 
Enter Shallow y P age y mj H oil y and Slender. 
t 9 P*. GodiaueyouM.Do&orCijw. 

* ShaL HowdoyouM.Dodtor? (thee, 
t a HoB. God bleffe thee my bully do&or,God bleffc 
t ** -j ^ Doc. Vat be all you. Van to tree com for,a i 

Hofi. Bully to fee thee fight, to fee thee foine,to 
fee thee trauerfe, to fee thee here, to fee thee there, 
to fee thee paffe the punto. The ftock, the reuerfc, 
the diftance : the montnee is a dead my francoyes? 
Is a dead my Ethiopian i Ha what fes my gallon i 
my efcuolapis *f Is a dead bullies tailc,is a dead ? 

Doc. Begar de preeft be a coward lack knaue, 
He dare not (hew his face. 

HoB. Thouart acaftalliankingvrinall. 
Hefloroi Greece my boy. 

ShaL Hehathftiownehimfelfethewiferman 
t »*\ M.Dodor: 

Sir Hugh is a Parfon,and you a Phifltion. You muft 
*' [ Goe with me M. Doctor. 

HoB. Pardon bully Iuftice. A word monfire 

* '*** j Doc. Mockwater,vat me dat i (mockwater. 
Hofi. That is in our Englifh tongue,VaIior bully, 

vallon 

Doc. 
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the merry Tbiues oftoindfor. 

2>*r.BegardenIhaueasmockuaterasdeInglifh 
lack dog, knaue. 

HoH. He will claperclaw thee titely bully* 

Doc. Claperclawe^vatbedat? 

Hofl. That is,he will make thee amends. 

Doc. Begar I do looke he fhal claperclaw me dfi, 
And lie prouoke him to do it,or let him wag : 
And moreouer bully, but M.Pagc and MShaffow, 
And eke cauellira Slender, go you all ouer the fields 
toFrogmore? 

Pa. Sir/fag£isthere 5 ishee? 

Ho/i. He is there : goe fee what humor hee is in, 
He bring the Do&orabout by the fields : 
Will it do well f 

Skal. We wil do it my hoft. Farwel M.Do&or. 
Mxit all but the Hofl and DoCtor. 

Doc. Begar I will kilide cowardly lack preeft, 
He ismake a foole of moy. 

Hoft. Let him die,but firft fheth your impatience! 
Throw cold water on your collor,com go with me 
Through the fields to Frogntore y znd He bring thee | «-«,t 

Where miftris An Pageh a feafting at a farm hou/e* 
And thou (halt wear hir cried game: fed / wel bully 

Doc. Begar excellent vel : and if you fpeak pour 
moy,I fliall procure you de gefle of all de gentelmc J ** * 

mon patinces.I begar 1 fall. 

Hoft. For the which He be thy aduerfary 
To mifteris An Page : Sed / well ? 

Doc. I begar excellent. 

Hoft. Let vs wag then. 

Doc. Ak>n,alon,alon. 

Exitomms. 
D z Enter 
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Jpkdfant Comedie, of 

Enter Syr Hugh and Simple. 

(efpie 
Sir Hu. /pray you do Co much as fee if you can 
Do&or Caym comming, and due me intelligence, 
Or bring me vrde if youpleafe now. 
Sim. /will Sir. 

SirHu. /e(hu pies mee, how my hart trobes^rid 
* And then (he made him bedes of Roles, ftrobes, 

And a thoufand fragrant pofes, 
To (hallow riueres. Now fo kad vdge me,my hart 
S welles more and more.Mee thinkes / can cry 
« I VcrieweU. There dwelt a man in Babylon, 
To (hallow riucrs and to h\\ts> 
Melodious birds (ing Madrigalles. 

Sim. Sir here is M. Page, and M. Shallow, 
Comming hither as faft as they can. (fword, 

SirHu. Then it is verieneceflary /put vp my 
Pray giue me my cowne too, raarke you. 
Enter P age $allo» y and Slender. 
Pa. GodfaueyouSir/ftg£. 
js Shal. GodfaueyouM.parfon. (now. 

SirHu. God pleffc you all from his mercies fake 
Pa. What the word and the fword, doth thata* 

grecwell? 
SirHu. There is reafbns and caufes in all things, 
/warrant you now. 

Pa. Well Sir Hugh,wc are cometocraue 
Your helpe and furtherance in a matter. 
Sir Hu. What is / pray you i 
Pa. /faith tis this fir Hugh. There is an auncient 
friend of ours^ man of vcrie good fort, fo at oddes 

with 
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with one patience,that Jam (tire you would hardly 
gricue to fee him.Now Sir Hugh, you arc a fcholler 
well red, and verie perfwafiue, we would intreate 
you to fee if you could intreat him to patience. 
SirHn. /pray you who is it ? Let vs know that* 
Fa. Iamfhureyouknowhim,tisDo&orftgw. 
SirHu. /hadaslecueyoufliouldtelmeofamefle 
Hcisanarantlowfiebeggerlyknaue: (ofporedge, 
And he is a coward befide. 

Pa. Why He laie my life tis the man 
That he ftiould fight withall. 

Enter Dotfor and the Ho&jhcy 



ter 



tofight. 
ndcr, tal 



Shal. Keep them afundcr, takeaway their wea- 

HoFi. Difarme^etthemqueftion. (pons* 

Shal. Let them keep their limbs hole, and hack 
our Englifh. 

Doc. Hark van vrd in your eare. You be vn daga 
And de Jack, coward preeft. 

Sir /fr.Harkeyou, let vs not be laughing ftockes 
to other mens humors* By Iefhu /will knock your 
vrinalls about your knaucscockcomes, for milling 
your meetings and appointments. 

Doc. O Ieihumine hoftof degvttctJohnRogoby, 
Hauei not met him at deplace he raakeapoint, 
Hauelnot? 

SirHu. Sokad vdgeme,thisisthepointment 
Witnesby my Hoftof the garter. fpkee, 

Hofi. Peacel fay gawle and gawlia, French and 
Soule curer^ndbodiecurer. fWealch, 

Doc. Thisisvericbraue,«cellent 

Ho8. Peace Jfcy^hearcminehoftof the garter, 

D $ Am 
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Am/wife?amTpollirickc?am/Matchaui!? 
Shall/lofe my do£or?No>hegiues me the morios 
And thcpotions. Shall /lofe my parfbn,my fir H*? 
No,hegiues mctheprouerbes,andthenouerbes: 
Giue mc thy hand tcreftiall, 
So giue mc thy hand celeftiall : 
So boyes of art I haue deceiued you both, 
I haue direAed you to wrong places, 
Your hearts are m ightie you skins are whole, 
JBardo/fe laietheirfwordstopawne-Followmelads 
Ofpeace,fo!Jowme.Ha,ra,Ia.Follow. ExhHofi. 

Shal. Afore God a mad hoft,comc let vs goe. 

Doc. /begar haue you mocka may thus ? 
I will be euen met you my lack Hoft. 

Sir Hu. Giue me your hand Do&or Caytv, 
We be all friends: 
But for mine hofts foolifli knaueryjet me alone. 

Doc. I dat be veil begar/ be ttfctkds.(Exttomne$ 
Enter M.Foord. 

Tor. The time drawes on he fliuld come to my 
Well wife, you had beft worke clofely, (houfe, 
Or /am like to goe beyond your cunning : 
I now wil feek my guefle that comes to dinner, 
And in good time fee where they all are come* 
Enter ShaHorp.Page.hoftySlender^DoHor, 
and fir Hugh. 
By my faith a knot well met : your welcome alL 

Pa. I thankeyou good M.Ford. 

For. Welcome good M.Page, 
I would your daughter were here. 

Pa. I thank you fir,(he is very well at home. 

Stett. Father Page I hope I haue your confent 
ForMifteris^w^ Pa. 
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tUmeriyVtuesofVmdfor. 
pa. You hzuc tonne Siguier, but ray wife here, 
Is alrogether for maifter Do&or. 
Doc. Begarltanck her hardly: 
YLoB. But what (ay you to yong Maifter Fentoni 
He capers,he daunces,he writes ver(es,he (melles 
All April and May : he wil cary it,he wil carit, 
Tis in his betmes he wil carite. 

Pa. My hod not with my cofent: the gentleman is 
Wilde, he knowes too much : If he take her, 
Let him take herfimply : for my goods goes 
With my liking,and my liking goes not that way* 
For. Well I pray go home with me to dinner : 
Befides your cheare lie (hew you wonders : He 
Shew you a monfter. You (hall go with me 
M.Page, and (b (hall you fir Hugh, and you Maifter 
Do&or. (two: 

S H» If there be one in the company J fhal make [] ni.«i 
Doc. And dere be ven to J fall make de tird : 
Sir H*, In your teeth for fliame, (fairer 

Shai: weljWel^God be with you,wefhallhaue die 
Wooing at Maifter Pages: \' 5 - 6 * 

Exit Shallow <m4SUnJer y 
Hoft He to my honeflknightfir/^J^^, 
And drinke Canary with him. Exit hoH. 

For A. I may chance to make him drinke in pipe 
Firft come gentlemen. Exitomnes. (wine, 

Enter MiftreJJe Ford, with two ofhermen/md 

a great buck hmket. niin. 

Mif.For. Sirrha,ifyourM.aske you whither 
You carry this basket,(ay to the Laundercrs, 
I hope you know how to beftow it ? 
Ser. I warrant you mifteris. Exitferusnt. 

MifFord 
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Af>Ua/antComedie y of 
Mif. For. Gogct you in. Well fir John t 
7 bdeeue I (hall ff rue you luch a trick, 
You fliall haue little mind to come againe. 
Ettter Sir Iohrt. 
Fd. Haue I caught my heauenlie lewd ? 
Why now let me die. / haue liued Ions inough, 
This is the happie houre/ haue defired to Ice, 
Now mall I fin in my wifli, 
I would thy husband were dead. 
Mif. For. Why how then fir /oAw? 
Fd. BytheLord,IdemaketheemyLadie. 
~\\ Mif. For. Alas fir lohn, I mould be a vcrie firnplc 

f " Ladie. 

Fd. Goe toojf ee how thy eie doth emulate 
the Diamond. 
And how the arched bent of thy brow 
Would become the (hip rire,thc tire vcllet, 
Oranie Venetian attire,! fee it. ( better. 

Mif For. A plainekercherfir lohn, would fit me 
t h r Fd. By theLord thou art a traitor to (aie fi> : 

What made me louethee.' Let that perfwade thee 
Ther*s ibmewhatextraordinarie in thee: Goetoo 

/louethee: 
Miftris Fordjcaxxnat cog,/ cannot prat e,li Ice one 
* "*{ Ofthefefeltowes that fmds like Bucklers- bcrie, 

In fimple time, but /louethee, 
And nonebut thee. 
Mif. Vor. Sir John, I am afraid you loue mifteris 
Vol. Tthou mightcft as well fa ie {**$*• 

Ilouero walke by the Counter gate, 
** 4 \ Which is as hatefull to me 

As the rcake of a lime kill 

Bitter 
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ihemenylbiues tftrindfor* 
Enter MiHreffe Page. 

Mif.Pa. MifecffcF^Mif.J'tfr^whcrearcyou^ 

Mifior. O Lord ftep afidegood Gxlebn. 

Fatfitfeflandsbehmdtbe if as. 
How now Mifteris Pan whats the matter* 

Mif.Pa. Why your husband woman is coming, 
With halfe Wmdfrr at his hceles, 
To looke for a gentleman that he fcs 
Is hid in his houfe : his wifes fweet hart. 

MifiFor. Speaklouder. But /hope tis nottrue 
Mifteris Page. 

Mif.Pa. Tis too true woman. Therefore if you 
Haueany hereaway with him,or your vndone for 
euer. 

MifiFor. Alasmiftre(TeP^,whatfhall7do? 
Here isagentleman my friendjiow (hall I do f 

MtpPa. Gode body woman,do not (land what 
/hall do,and what (hall /do.Better any (hift/ather 
then you fhamed. Looke heere, here's a buck-baC 
ket,itticebeamanofanyreafbnablefife, heelein 
here. 

Mif.For. Alas I feare he is too big. 

Vol. Let me fee,let me feejle in JUe in, 
Follow your friends counfell. (Af$de. 

MifPa. Fie fir John is this your loue i Go too. 

Fal. I loue thee,and none but thee : 
Helpeme to conuey me hence, 
lie neuer come here more. 
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J plea/ant Comedie, of 

Sir John goes into thebasket, they put cloathes oner him, 
the women carries it away : VoordmeetesH , and all 
thereR, PageJiootor^PrieH^lender^baUow. 
Ford. Come pray along,you (hall fee all. 
How now who goes heare f whither goes this ? 
Whither goes it < fet itdowne. 
MifVor. Now let it go,you had beft meddle with 

buck-wafhing. 
Vord. Buck,eoodbuck,pray come along, 
Maifter Page take my key es : helpe to fearch. Good 
Sir Hugh pray come along,helpe a little,ali tde, 
He (hew you all. 

Sir Hn. By Iefliu thefeare iealofies & diftempercs. 

Exitomnes. 
MifPa. He is in a pittifull taking. 
At if I wonder what he thought 
Whe my husband bad them fet downe the basket. 
MifPa. Hang him di(honeft flaue,we cannot vfe 
Him bad inough.This is excellent foryour 
Husbands iealoufie. 

Mi. For. Alas poore (bule it grieues me at die hart, 
But this will be a meanes to make him ceafe 
His iealous &tsj£Faiftajfes loue increafe. 

MifPa. Nay we wilfend to Falftaffe once again, 
Tisgreatpittiewefhouldleauehim : 
What wiues may bemerry,and yethoneft too. 
Mi.For, Shall webecodemndbecaufe we laugh i 
Tis old,but true : ft ill (owes eate all the draflfe. 
Enter all. 
MifPa. Here comes your husband,ftanda(ide. 
Tor. /can find no body within,it may be he lied. 
WfPa. Did you heare that i MifFor. 
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Mif.Ftr. 1,1, peace. 

JFtr. WeUIlcnotletitgofo,yttIlemefurther. 
S.W».ByIdhuif there beany body in the kitchin 
Or the cubertSjOr the prefle,or the buttery, 
/ am an arrant lew : Now God plefle me: 
Youferuemewcll,doyounotf J «9-«t 

Pa. Fie M.F*rityou are too blame: ^ t 

Mif.P*.lfahh tis not wellM. JWto finped 
Her thus without caufe. 

Die. Noby my trot itbeno veil: 

F#r. Wei I pray bear with me^i JPagepardd me. 

/fufterforit,/ luffer for it: (now; 

Sir Hut Toufufferforabad conscience looke you 

ftrd: Well /pray no more,anothcr time /k tell 
youall : 

Themean ttmego dine with me,pard6 me wife, «♦-<* 

1 am forte. M. Page pray goe in to dinner, 
Another time/le tell youall. 
P4. Welletitbefo^ndtoraorrowlinuiteyouall 
To my houfeto dinner : and in the morning weele *»-* t 
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AbirdingjhaueanexcellentHaukeibrrhebufli. 

T»rd: Let itbe/b:ComeM. P^gir.come wife.* 1^, t 

I pray you come inalljVourwelcome^ray come jw f 

Sirff*: Byfokadvdgme,M.F*v&ris fin. 
Not in his right wines: 

Ex$$$9tx€s: 
.&& EmerStrlobnFalfiaffe, 

Fal: J4r<^^f brew mea pottle (ackprefcritly: 
Ban With Egges fir '. 

Tali Simply out fdrc,ile none of thdc pullets 
/n my drinke : goe make hafte. (fpcrme 

Hauc/liuedto be carried in a basket 
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Apkafant Comecbe, of 
and throwne into the Thames likeabarow ofBot* 
chersoflFolI. Well , and I be feruedfuch another 
tricke, He giue them leauetotakeoutmybraines 
and butter them,and giue them to a dog for a new - 

JrcaresgifL Sblood,thc rogues Aided me in with as 
ittle remorfeas if they had gone to drownea blind 
bitches puppies in the litter : and they might know 
by my life I hauea kind of alacritie in (inking .• and 
the bottom had bin asdeep as belli fhould downe. 
I had bene drowned, butthat the fhore was (hcluie 
and (bmewhat fhallowe : a death that I abhorre, 
Foryou know the water (wcllesa man ; and what a 
thing (houldl haue bene whelhad bene fwclled i 
By tncLordamountaincofmoney, Now is the 
Sacke brewed? 
Bdr. I fi r, t her c's a wo man below would fpcake 
with you* 
f 2 5 \ FaL Bid her come vp. Let me putfome Sacke 
among this cold water/or my belly is as cold as ifl 
had fwallo wed fno w-bailes for pilles . 

Enter Miftrefli gmcUy. 
Now whats the newes with you i 

<2*ic. /come from miftcrisFtfn/forfboth. 
Fal. Miftcris Ford,I haue had Ford inough, 
lhauebene throwne into the Ford,my belly is full 
Of Ford : flie hath tickled mee. 

gmc. O Lord fir,fhe is the forrowfulleft woman 

that her (eruantsmiftookc^ that euerliucd. And fir, 

(he would defircyou of ail loues you will meet her 

t «* { once againe, to morrow fir, betweene tenand elc- 

uen^uidfhchopes to make amends for alL 
t M V*t. Ten,andcleuen,fcieAthou? 
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tU merry %iues of Vmdfor. 






£uic. Iforfooth. 
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.F*/. Well,tdlherllemeet her. Let her but dunk 






Of marafraUtie : Let her iudgewhat man is, 
And then thinkeof me. And fo far well. 


i»i t 


*• 






gate Youle not faile fir ? 
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ExbmiBrefJe gHtcktf. 
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Vol. /will not faile. Commend me to her. 
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I wonder / heare not of M. Brooke, 1 like his 
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Monywell. Bythemaffehereheis, 
Enter Brooke. 


Ji-to) 




Vor. Godfaueyoufir. 






Vdl. Welcome good M..Br$$ke. You come to 






know how matters goes. 
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Ford. Thats my comming indeed Citlobn. 
F*l. M.5r<wklwill notDetoyoufir, 
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I was thereatmy appointed time. 






For. And how fped you fir? 
Vai. Verieilfauouredly fir. 
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J7>r. Why fir,did (he change her determination? 






F*L No M.Brovke,bmyou (hall heare. After we 






had lulled and imbraced, and as it were cuenamid 




* 


theprologueof ourincounter, wholhould come, 






but the iealous knaue her husband, and a rabble of 
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his companions at bis heeles,thither prouoked and 






inftigated by his di ftemper. And what to do thinke 
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you? tofearchforhiswiues loue. Euenfo,plainIy 
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For. Whileye were there/ 






Fd. Whilft/ was there. 
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For. And did heiearch and could notfindyou? 
FmL You (hall heare (ir,as God would haueit, 
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Alitle before comes me one Pages wife, 
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jffUafatt Qame&t, of 
GiuesherimeUigenceofherhusbands 
Approach : and by herinuention^and Fords mats 
Di(rra<3ion,conueyd me intoabuck basket. 

Ytrd. A buck basket] 

Vd. BytheLordabuckbaskct,ramrnedmcin 
With fouJeflu*rts4tokins,greafie napkins, 
ThatM.Jrw^theiewasacompoundofthemoft 
Villanous fincl,that cuer offended noftrill. 
Tie tell you M Sreoke, by the Lord for your fake 
I fuffared three egregious deaths : Firft to be 
Crammed like a good bilbo, in the circomfercnce 
Of a padc,Hilt to point, heele to head : and then to 
BefiewedinmyownegreaTelikeaDutchdim : 
A man of nay kidney j by the Lord it was ma rucll I 
Efcapedfuffication-andin the heat ofall this, 
To be throwne into Thames like a horfhoo hot; 
Mai&erBrnke, thinke of that biffing heate, Mauler 
Brnkc. 

Vord. Well fir then my fliute is void? 
Youle vndcrrakeit no more? 

F*l. M. £r<wk, /le be throwne into Etna 
As Jhaue bene in the Thames, 
Erel thus leaueher : ibauereceiued 
Anotherappointment of meeting, 
Between ten and eleucn is the houre. 

Vtrd: Whyfir,tisalmofttenalreadie: 

Ta/: Isit/whythenwill/addreflemyfclre 
Formy appointment : M.Br««kcometomcfbone 
At nighr,and you (hall know how /(peed, 
And the end (hall be,you (ball enioy herlouc: 
You (hall cuckold f*rd: Cometomeefooneat 
at night. Mx$$V*m*ffe. 
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th merry Tnm tfimAfw. 
V*r. Jsdusadreamef/sitavifion? 
Maifter F#r4maifter F*v<awake mauler F*4 
There is a hole made in your bett coat M.F«v/, 
And ajnao fhall not only endure this wrong, 
But (hall Hand vnder the taunt of names, 
LKciferisigoodnzmeJdrfafixgood : good I |{JJ; f 

Diuefc names : But cuckold, wittold,godefo ** 

Thediuel hirnfelfe hath not fuch a name : 
And they may hang hats here, and napkins here 
Vpon my homes : Well /le home, / ferit him, 
And vnleffe the diuel hirnfelfe (houid aide him, 
lie fear ch vnpoffible places : ile about it, 
Leaft I repent too late; 

Exitmms. 

Ssjekif. (refblue, tilLflu 

Vm: TeHmefweetiV4»,howdoeftthouyct 
Shall tbotifh S6m&rhauetheetohis wife? 
Or oneas wife as he,the learned Dodort 
Shall fuch as they enioy thy maiden hart? 
Thouknowft that /hauealwaiesloued theedeare, 
And thou haftaft times iwore the like to me. 

An: Good M,Te/um t you may anureyourfetfe . 
My hartisfededvponnoncbutyou, 
Tisas my father and mother pleafe: 
Get their confenyrou quickly mall baue mine. 

Fo»: Thy lather thinks I loue thee for his wealth, 
Tho I mutt needs confeffe at firfl that drew me, 
But fince thy venues wiped that trafh away, 
I loue thee Nut, and Co deare is it fet, 
That whMIliue,InerefhaH thee forget. 

$w<\ Godcs 
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sfpkafant QmeJie, of 
Codes pirie here comesnerfather. 

Enter M,P4gtbumfe i M.SbMlUw i 4TtdSle*der. 
v Pa. M.i r «r/o»Ipraywhatmakeyouherej > 

You know myanlwerefir^heesnotfbryou: 



t * Knowing myvow,to blame to vfe me thus. 
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Fen. gutnearemefpeakcfir. 
P*. Pray fir get yougon:Come hither daughter, 
Sonne Sunder let me /peak with you. (tbtywbifter, 
* £**> SpeaketoMifterisRgp. 

t >.,u J7». PraymifterisP/^letmehaueyourcofent. 

MifP*. Ifeith M.Fe^us as my husband pleale. 
t » Forraypartlicncithcrhinderyou,norfurther 

f » ^•/V.Howfayyoutbiswasmydoings/' (you. 

I bidyoufpeaketomifteraP^. 

Ven, Hercnurfe,meresa brace ofangek to drink, 

Worke what thou canftfor me/arweH. (Exit Few, 

£mjc. BymytrothfoIwiU,goodrurt. (SBdtr 

Pa, Comewife,youan/willin,weeleleaueM. 

And my daughter to talke together. M.JbaUo» i 

You may day firif you plcafe. 

ExitVtgedndhitmfe, 
t a Shot. Mary /thankeyoufor that.* 

t * Tohercoufin.toher. 

Skn, IfaithJ know not what to fay. 
fw r An, Now M. Slender, whats your will i (An, 

Sten. Godefb theres a /eft indeed: why mifteris 
1 neuer made wil yet: /tbak God I am wife inough 
Sbal. Fie cufTeficthou art not right, (forthat, 
O thou hadft a father* 

Slew, I had arather mifteris ^/wr^goodvnde 
Tellmeleft how my father ftolcthegoofc out of 
ThehenlofrJVU thisisnoughtjharkcyou miftrefle 
Anne, StdL 
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: me 

themmyTmesof^mifw, 

S&i/. Hcwill make you ioynter of three hun- 
dredpoundaycarc, he mail make you a Gentle- - 
woman. 

SUnd. I be God thatlvill, come cut and long 
tailc, asgoodasanyisinGUfterJhtre, vnderthcde- ,?-** t 

greeofa Squire. 

An. OGodhow many groffcfaultsare hid, 
Andcoucredtothrcchun&cdpoundayeare? 
VtdlM.Slender , withinaday or two Iletellyou 
more. 

SUnd. Ithankcyou good mifteris^»w,vnde I 
ihallhaueher. 

gyc. M.S&wKw, M.rsge would pray you to 
come you^and you M. Slender, and you mutris An. 

Sknd. WellNurfejifyoulefpeakcforme, 
Hegiueyoumorethenlletalkeof. srnui 

Exit mnes but gjgcktf, 

^c.Indeedlwuyicipeakewhatlcanfaryou, 
Butfoecially for M. fatten : 
But fpecially of all for my Mauler. 
And indeed I will do what I can for them all three. 

Exit. 

Enter vtijleris Ford and her two men. JVjL 

Mif Fcr. Do you hcare? when your M. comes 
take vp this basket as you did bcfore,and if your M. » <> t 

bid you let it downe>obey him. 
Ser. Iwillforfooth. 

Enter Syr John. 
Mif. For. Syr Ieb* welcome. 
Id. Whatareyoufiircofyourhusbandnow? 
htij.For, Heisgoneabirdingur/«^,andlhope 
will not come home yet. 

F Enter 
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IE 

JpUdJantComedie,of 
Enter miftreffe Page. 
Gods body here is mifteris Page, 
f >< I Stepbehindthearras good fir /<>£». 

He Jteps behind the drrav, 

* ,,, r A///Ti'4.Mifteris F#ri/, why woman yourhusband 

* is in his old vaine againe , heescomroing to fearch 
t^L foryouriwectheartjbutlamgladhcisnotherc. 

M/fFor. O God mifteris f 4gf theknight is here, 
Whatfliallldo? 

MifiPa. Whythenyou'rvndonewomaa.vnks 
you make fbme meanes to fliift him away. 

Hi f. For, Alas I know no meancSjVnlefie 
t ,*, we put htm in the basket againe. 

F*/. Nollecomenomoreinthebasket^ 
Ilecreepvpintothechimney. (lingpeeces. 
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F4/. Whythenllegoeoutofdoores. 
t *-s jtf.?4.Thenyourvndone,youtbutadeadman« 

f M ., |~ ^4/. For Gods fake deuifcany extremitie, 

Rather then a mUchieft. 

Mif.P*. Alas I know not what meanes to make, 
If there wereany womans apparel 1 would fit him, 
He mightputonagowneandamaflcr, 
Andfbefcape. 

Mi. For. Thats wel remembred, my maids Aunt 
Gillian o£ Brain ford, hath a gowne aboue. 
♦ »" ' Mif.Pa. And (he is altogether as fat as he. 

t » MifFor. I that will fcrue him of my word. 

Mif.Pd. Comegoewithmefir/^Uehelpeto 

drefleyou. 
Fd. Come for God fake^ny thing. 

Exit Mtf.P age & Sir lob*. 
EMttr 
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the merry Tbiues ofv>inJJbr. 

Enter M.Ford,Vage,Prk8jShallm 9 tbetmmen 
carries the basket f and Ford meets it. 

For. Comealong/pray,youfhalknowthecaufe, 
How now whither goe you? Ha whither go you? 
Set downethebasketyou (Taue, 
You panderly rogue fet it downe. (thus? 

MiJ.Vor. What is thereafon that you vfeme 

For. Come hitherfetdownethe basket, 
Mifteris Yordiht modeft woman, 
Mifteris FWthe vertuous woman, 
She that hath the iealousfooleto her husband, 
I miftruft you without cauie do I not f 

Mif.For. I Gods my record do you. And if 
you miftruft me in any ill fort. 

Ford. Wellfedbrazenface,holditout, 
You youth in a basker,come out here, 
Pull out the cloathes,fearch. (doathes? 

Hu. Iefliu pleffe me, will you pull vp your wiues 

Fa. Fie M* Fordyouate not to go abroad if you 
beinthefefits. 

Sirff*. Byfbkadvdgeme,tisverieneceflarie 
He were put in pethlem. 

For. M. Vage, as 1 am an honeft man M.Vage, 
There was one conueyd out of my houfehereye- 
fterday out of this basket, why may he not be here 
now? 

Mi. For. Come miftris P^,bring the old worn! 

For. Old woman,what old woman i (downe. 
Mi.Vor. Why my maidens Antfiiltiiof Bradford. 
A witch,haue I not forewarned her my houfe, 
Alas we are fimple we,we know not what 
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ApUaJmt Comedie, of 
/s brought topafle vnder the colour of fortune- 
Telling. Comedowneyou witch, come do wne. 
Enter Falftaffe difguifed like an old woman, and mi- 
JlerisPagemtkhim, Ford beates him, and bee 
r unties away. 
Away you witch get you gone. (indeed, 

SirH*. Byleihulverilythinkefheisawitch 
I efpied vnder her muflcr a great beard. 
Ford. Pray come helpe me to fearch,pray now. 
Pa. Comeweelegoforhismindsfake. 

Exitomnes. 
3/^F^ # Byroytrothhcbeathimmoftextreamly. 
MLPa. Iamgladofit, what (hall we proceed any 
further? 

Mi. Tor. Nofaith,nowifyou will let vs tell our 
husbands of it.For mine I am fure bath almoft fret- 
ted himfelfe to death. 

Mi. Pa. Content, come wedegoe tell them all. 
And as they agree/o will we proceed. Exit both. 
Enter Hoft and Bardolfi. 
Bar. Syr heere be three Gentlemen come from 
the Duke the Stanger fir, would haueyour horfe. 

Hoft. TheDuke,whatDuke?letme(peakewith 
the Gentlemen,do they fpeakeEnglifhf 
Bar. Ilecallthemtoyoufir. 
Hoft. No 54rij^,Ict them alonejlefauce them; 
They haue had my houfea weekeat command, 
I haue turned away my other gueflc, 
They (hall haue my horfes Bardolfe, 
They muft come offjle fewce them. Exitomnes. 
Enter Ford,Page,t fair mues, S h allow jind Slen- 
der. SyrHn. 

Ford* 
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m. 

tkemmyytimofyindfor. 

Tord. Wcllwife, heere take my hand, vpon my 
fbule I loue thee dearer then I do my life, and ioy I 
hnue Co true and conftant wife, myiealoufiefhall * £« 

neuer more offend thee. 

Mi. For. Siriamglad,& that which Ihaucdone, 
Was nothing elfe but mirth and modeftie. 

Pa. ImifterisF^^^^hathallthegriefe, 
And in this knauerie my wife was the chiefe. 
Mi.Pa. No knauery husband,it was honeft mirth. 
H». Indeed it was good paftimes & merriments* 

Mif.For. But fweete heart fhall wee leaueolde 
Tat/taffefoi 

Mif.Pa. Obynomeanes,fendtohimagaine. 

Pa. I do not thinke heele come being to much 2 </ 

decerned. *)"' 

Vor. Let me alone, Iletohimonceagaine like 
Brooke , and know his mind whether heele come J £ 

or not. (come. 

Pa. There muft be fbme plot laide , or heele not 

Miff a. Let vs alone for that.Heare my deuice* 
Oft haue you heard fince Home the h unter dyed, 
That women to affright their litle children, 
Sesthathcwalkesinfhapeof a great ftagge. 
Now for that YalStaffe hath bene fo deceiued, 
As that he dares not venture to the houfe, 
Weele fend him word to meet vs in thefield, 
Difguifed like 7/^w,with huge horns on his head, 
Thehourefhalbeiuftbetwccnetwelueandone, 
And at that time we will meet him both : 
Then would I haue you prefent thereat hand, 
With litle boyes difguifed and drefled like Fayries, 
Forto affrightfat ValHaffe in the woods* 
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A flea/ant Comedie, of 
And then to make a period to the left, 
TeUP##alUthmkethiswiUdobeft. 

Pa. Tis excellent,and my daughter Anne, 
Shall like a lit le Fayriebe difguifed. 

MifPa. AndinthatMaske IlemaketheDo&or 
fteale my daughter An fie ere my husband knowes 
it,to carrie her to Church,and marrieher. (boyes? 
MifFor. Butwhowillbuythefilkestotyrethe 
Prf.Thatwill I do,and in a robe of white 
* ] He cloath my daughter,and zducttsfcSkndcr 

To know her by that figne^nd fteale her thence, 
And vnknowne to my wife,(hall marrie her. 
Hu. So lead vdge me the deuifes is excellent. 
#'7 /will alfb be there,and be like a Jackanapes, 

And pinch him moft cruelly for his lecheries* 

MtFPa. Why then weare reuenged fufficien tfy. 
Firft ne was carried and throwne in the Thames, 
Next beaten wdy am fureyoulewitnesthat. 
M/.F#\ He lay my life this makes him nothingfat. 
V Pa. Well lets about this ftratagem,I long 

To fee deceit dcceiued,and wrong haue wrone. 
F*r 9 Well fend to ¥a/JUfe,mdithc come thither, 
Twill make vs fmile and laugh one moneth tog*- 

ther. Exitamnes. 

IVv. Enter HoHandSirnfle. (skin? 

HoB. What would thou haue boore,what thick- 
t *-., Speake, breath, difcuSjihort^quickjbriefe/nap. 

h-j r Sim. Sir J am (ent fro my ML to fir lohn VaUtafe. 

VLoIi. Sir Zfl&/f, theres his Caftle,his (landing bed, 
his trundle bed, his chamber is painted about with 
the ftory of the prodigall,frefli and new, go knock, 
heelefpeaklikean Antripophiginian to thee: 

Knocke 
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themerry tnues of 'Vtndfor. 
Knock/ fay. 

Sim. Sirlfhouldfpeakwithan old woman that 
went vp into his chamber* 

HoH. An old woman 5 the knight may be robbed, 
He call bully knight,bully fir /f/JkSpeake from thy 
Lungs military : it is thine hoft, thy Ephefian calls. 

FaL Now mine Hoft. 

HoSlx Here is a Bohemian tarter bul!y,tarries the 
comming downe of the fat woman : Let her defced 
bully,let her defcend>my chambers are honorable, 
pahpriuafie,fie. 

FaL Indeed mine hoft there was afat woman with 
But fheis gone. fmc, 

Enter Sir Iohn. 

Sim. Pray fir was it not the wile woman of Brain* 
firdf 

FaL Marry was it Muffelfhel!, what would you? 

Sim. Marry fir my maifter S Under lent me to h cx % 
To know whether one *Njm that hath his chains 
Coufbned him of it,or no. 

¥a/. I talked with the woman about it* 

Sim. And Ipray fir what fesfhe* 

FaL Marry me f es the very fame man that 
Beguiled maifter Slender of his chaine, 
Coufbned him of it. 

Sim. MaylbeboldetoteUmymaifterfbfir? 

VaL Jtike,whomorebolde. 

Sim. 1 thanke you fir, I (hall make my maifter a 
glad man at thefe tydings,God be with you fir. 

Haft. Thou art darkly fir J***, thou art darkly, 
Was there a wife woman with thee? 

Fal. Many wasthereminehof^onethattaught 

Me 
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Jfkafant Comedte, of 
Me more wit then I learned thi$7.yeare 5 
And I paid nothing for it, 
But was paid for my learning. 
Enter Bardolfe. 

* 4 Bar. O Lord fir coufonage,plainecoufonage. 
Sfaff. Whyman^wheretemyhorfes? where be 

theGermanes? 

Bar. Rid away with your horfes: 
t >r-7o After I came beyond Maidenhead, 

They flung mcinaflowofmyre^&away they ran. 
Enter Dofior. 
&*c. Where be my Hoft degartyre ? 
t * Hojt. Ohcrefirinperplexitie. 

t u Doc. I cannot tell vad be dad, 

* But begar I will tell you van ting, 
f **_ DearbeaGarmaine Duke come to de Court, 

Has cofened all de hoft o£ Br an/or d, 
And Redding: begar I tell you for good will, 
Ha,ha,mineHoft,amIeuenmetyou? Exit. 
Enter Six Hugh. 
t 15 S/rH^ Where is mine Hoft ofthegartyr? 

Now my HoftJ would defireyoulookeyou now, 
t 77 To haueacaieofyour entertainments, 
f" For there is three torts of cofen garmombles, 
7 *|_ /scofenaUtheHoftofMaidenhead&Readincs, 

* Now you are an honeft man, and a fcuruy beg* 

* gerlylowfieknauebefide: 

* And can point wrong places, 
t i t a Jtellyou for good wiYl,grate why mine Hoft. Exit. 

Hofi. /am colened Havana coy Bardolfe^ 
Sweet knight aflift me,/ am cofened* Exit. 

* 96 F4/.Wouidalltheworellwerecofenedforme, 
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m. 

the merry Tbiues offrbidfor. 
Forlamcoufbned and beaten too. „ « 

Well, Jneuer profperedfincel forfwore 
My felfeat/ramr* .-and my winde 
Werebutlong inough tofay ray prayers, } "'' 7 * 

Iderepent,nowfrom whence comeyou? 
Enter Mifirejje J&jeltty, 

Jgujc. From the two parties forfooth. 

fat. Thediuelltaketheonepartie, 
And his dam the other, 
Andtheylebebothbeftowed. 
Jhaue endured more for their fakes, 
Then man is able to endure. 
.gjw.O Lord fir,they arc theforowfulft creatures 
Thateuerlined : (peoallymiftreffe -F«ri, 
Her husband hath beaten her that (he is all 
Blackeand blew pooreibule. 

FaL Whattclleft me of blackeand blew, 
I hauebenebeaten all the colours in the Rainbow, 
And in my efcape like to a bene apprehended 
ForawitchofJ?r4/wW,andfetintheftockes. 

&inc. WeUur,meisafbm>wfuUwoman, 
And I hope when you heare my errant, 
Youle be perfwaded to thecontrarie. 

fa/. Comegoe with me into my chamber, He 

heare thee. ExHmnes. 

Enter Hoft and Fenton. IVvi 

Hoft. Speake not to me fir,my mind is heauie, 
Ihaue had a great loffe. 

fen. Yet heare me,and as I am a gentleman, 
lie giue you a hundred pound toward your lofle. 

Hoft. Well fir lie heare you^nd at leaft keep your 
counfell. 

Ten. The thus my hoft.Tis not vnknown to you, 
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^ 1*** 

A plea/ant Comedic, of 
Thefementloue/bearctoyoung Anne Page, 
And rautally her loueagaine to mce : 
But her father ftill againft her choife, 
Doth feeke to marrie her to foolifli S lender f 
35 And in a robe of white this night di&uifed, 
in Wherein fat Falftaffe had a raightie (care, 

Mu&Slendcr take her and carriehertoGaiiHr, 
And there vnknowne to any,marrie her. 
Now her mother ftill againft that match, 
And firme for D odor Cay m, in a robe of red 
Byherdeuicc,theDo&orrauft fteale her thence, 
f5 ^ And fhe hath giuen confent to goe with him. 

H$B. Now which means fhe to deceiue,father or 
mother? 
, 7 Fen. Both my good Hoft,to go along with me. 

r Now here it refts, that you would procure aprieft, 

And tarrie readie at the appointment place, ** 

To giue our harts vnited matrimonii (among the/ 
H$B. Buthow will you come to fteale her from 
Ven. That hath fweeti\fa#and I agreed vpon, 
Andby arobcofwhite,the which (he weares, 
With ribones pendant flaring bout her head, 
/ ftiaibc fure to know her, and conuey her thence, 
And bring her where the prieft abides our coming, 
And by thy furtherance there be married. 

Htfl. Wcll,husband your deuice,Ue to the Vicar, 
Bring you the maide,you (hall not lacke a Prieft. 
Fen. So (hall /euermore be bound vnto thee. 
Bcfidcs Uealwaiesbe thy faithful] friend. 

ExitOTnnes. 
Enter fir lohn mtb d Bucks headvfon him. 
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v.i. Tdt. This is the third time,well/le venter, 
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They fay there is good luck in old numbers, 
7#«f transformed himfclfc into a bull, And 



the merry Times cfTbinJ/br. 
And Jam here a Stag,and l thinke the fatted 
Inall Wmdftrfotrdk : well /(land here 
Tot Home thehunter,waitingmy Doescomming. 
Enter mifiruVage^atdmftrisYord. 

Mif.Pd. Sir/*4»,whcreareyouf 
Vat. Art thou come my doer what and thou too? 
WekomeLadies. 

Mt.For. 1 1 fir /*&»,/ fee you will not faile, 
Therefore you deferuerar better then our loues, 
But itgrieuestnefor your late erodes. 

¥aL This raakesamends for all. 
Comediuidcmebetwceneyou,eachahanch, 
For my horns He bequeath the to your husbands, 
Doi taakekke#«wthehunter,ha? 

Mif.Pa. Godforgiueme^whatnoifeisthis? 

Tkereuawifciffarnesjtketm* womtnrtmawdj. 

Enter fir Hugh Uk a SatyrejndbtyesdrejllikeYayritt, 
miffrejjc gujcldy t libtbegtteeneofBajries : they 
fittgAfongahutkim, Mdafierwardffedke. 

(groues, 
£mc: You Fayries that do haunt thefclhady 
Lookeroundaboutthewood ifyoucanefpic 
Amortall that doth haunt our facred round: 
If Rich a oneyou can dpie,eiuc him his due, 
AndleauenottiU you pinch him blackeand blew? 
Giue them their charge Puck ere they partaway. 
Sir Hit. Come hither Vesncfco to the countrie 
houfes, 
And when you findcaflutthatliesa fleepe, 
And all her dimes foule^nd roomc vnfwept, 
With your long oailes pinch hei till flic crie, 
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Vv., l Scxviii. 

A plea/ant Comedie, of 
And fweare to mend her fluttifh hufwiferie. 

Fdt\ I warrant you I will performe your will. 
H*. Where is /W/> go you & fee where Brokers 
And Foxe-eyed Seriants with their mafe, (fleep, 3* 

Goe laie the Pro&ors in the ftreet, 
And pinch the lowfie Seriants face: 
Spare none of thefe when they area bed, 
Butfuch whofe nofe lookes pie wand red, ss 

gmc. Away begon,his mind fulfill, 
And looke that none of you (land ftill. 
Some do that thing/omc do this, 
All do fbmething,nonc amis* 
s+ HirHu. I fmcll a man of middle earth. 

t 85 Fal. God bleflc me from that wealch Fairie. 

g*ic. Looke euery one about this round, 
And if that any here be found, 
For his preemption in this place, 
Spare neither legge,arme,head,nor face. 

Sir Hu. See fhaue /pied one by good luck, 
His bodie man,his head a buck. 

Fal. G od fend me good fortune no w 7 and I care 

$wc. Gofhair,anddoasIcommaund, ("not. 
And take a Taper in your hand, 
And (et it to his fingers endes, 
And ifyoufce it him offends, 
And that he ftartcth at the flame, 
Then is he mortalljcnow his name: 
If with an F. it doth begin, 
Why then be/hure he is full of fin. 
About it then^md know the truth, 
Of this fame metamorphifed youth. 

Sir Ha. Giue me the Tapers, I will try 
Andifthatheloucveneiy. 

Tiey 
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ScxviiL , - = , V.v. 

the merry Tlriues tfibmd/br. 
They put theTapers to hu fingers, andht farts. 
SirHu. Itisrightindeed^heisfuUoflecheries 
and iniquitie. 

gw. Alittledilhntfromhimftand, 
And cuery one take hand in hand, 
And compaffe him within a ring, 
Firft pinch him well,and after fing. 

Here they pinch him^ndjing about him, & the Doc~ 
tor comes oneway &JtcaUs away a boy in red. And 
Slender another way he takes a boy ingreene : And 
FentonfieaUs mifteris Anne, being in white. And 
4 noy/e of bunting U made within : andalltheYau 
ties runne away . Fa/ft ajfepul/es of his bucks head, 
andrifesvp. Andentershi. Page, M. Ford, and 
their mm, Ui.ShalLm,SirHugh. 
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Fal. /y*rwthehunterquothyou:amIaghoft? 
Sblood the Fairies hath made a ghoft of me : 
What hunting at this timeat night ? 
lie lay my life the mad Prince of Wales 
Isflealing his fathers Deare* How now who haue 
we here,what is all Windfor ftirring? Are you there? 

Shal. Godfaueyoufir lohn Falftaffe. 

SirHu. GodploTeyoufir/^Godplefleyou. 

Fa. Why how now fir lohn,v?hat a pair of horns 
in your hand? 

Ford. Thofehorneshementtoplacevponmy 
And M.Brooke and he fhould be the men : (head, 
Why how now fir lohn, why are you thus amazed? 
Weknow theFairies man that pinched ^ou to. 
Your throwing in the Thames,your beating well, 
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jipleafant Comdie, of 
Andwhatsto come fir/^,thatcanwctell. 

Mi.Pa. Sir/oA/7ti$thus,yourdi(honcft meanes 
To call our credits into queftion, 
Did make vs vndcrtake to our bed, 
To turneyour leaud luft toamerry left. 

Id. Ieft,tiswell,haueIliuedtothe(eycar<S 
To be gulled now, now to be ridden.' 
WhyroenthcfewerenotEwwy? 
M$f.PM. Nofir/ofobutboyes. 
Fal. BytheLordlwastwiccorthrifeinthe 
t»j»| They were not,andye«hegrome(re {mind 

Of the foppcrie perfwaded me they were. 
WeU>nd the fine wits of the Court heare this, 
IVv. I Thaylc fo whip me with their kecne lefts, 

fr,--^ That thayle melt me out like tallow, 

Drop by drop out of my greafe. Boy es ! 

Sir Ha. I truft me boyes Sir /*£» : and I was ,« 

Alfo a Fairie that did helpe to pinch you. 

Vol. I,riswelllam your May-pole, 
You haue the ftart of mee, 
Am I ridden too with a wealch goate ? 
With a peece of toafted checfet 
J SirHu. Butter is better then chccfefclofat, 

9 [ You are all butter,butter. 

F«r.Thereisafurthermatteryetiir/«^ ><* 

There's zo.pound you borrowed of M.ff/wfo Six 
Andit rauftbepaidto Wl.VordSitlohn, (lobu, 
Mi.For. Nay husband let thatgotomakeame*ds> 
Porgiue that fum,and fo weele all be friends. 
for. Wcllhereismyhand,a]rsforgiuenatIaft« 
Fal. It hath coft me well, 
I hauebene well pinched and wafticd. 

Enter 
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the merry %tmbfT»mdfor. 

Enter the Differ. 

Mi. Td. Now M. Do<2or,fonne I hopeyou are. 

J) oft. Sonne begar youbedevillevoman, 
Bcgar I tinck to marry metres AnjuA begar 
Tis a whorfon garfon lack boy. 

Mif.Pd. How a boy? 

Doit. I begar a boy. 

P*. Naytwnotangrywifr/lctellthcetrue, 
It was my plot to deceiue theefb .• 
And by this time your daughters married 
To M. Slender, and fee where he comes. 

EnterSknder. 
Now fbnne Slender, 
Where's your bride i 

Slen. Bride^byGodslyd/tbinketheresneuera 
man in the worcll hath that crofle fortune that/ 
haue: begod I could cry for verie anger, 

Pd. Why whats the matter fonne blender? 

Slen. Sonne^nay by God /am none of your ion* 

Pd. No^whyfo? (married* 

Slen.Why Co God faue mentis a boy that I haue 

Pd. How a boy ? why did you miftake the word? 

Slen. Noneither,for/cametoherinredasyou 

bad me,and/cned mum, and hceaied budget, Co 

well as euer you heard,and I haue married him. 

SirHu Jefhu MSlender, cannot you fee but marric 

P*, O lam vext at hart,what lhal I do? (boyesf 

Enter Vent on tndAnne. 

MifPd. Here comes the man that hath deceiued 
How now daughter, where haue you bin? fvsall: 

An. AtCurchforfooth. 

P^ At Church^whathaucyou done there? 
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jfpleafatmt Qmtedie, of 
Fen. Married to me 5 nay fir neuerdormc, 
Tis done fir no w^and cannot bevndone. 

Vord: Ifaith M. Page neuer chafe your fclfe, 
She hath made her choife wheras her hart was fixt, 
Then tisin vaine for you to ftorme or fret. 

Fal. /am glad yet that your arrow hath glanced 
Mi.For. Come miftris /V^tJIebebold with you, 
Tis pitie to part loue that is fo true* 

Itif.Fa. Altho that 1 haue miffed in my intent, 
Yet /am glad my husbands match was crofled, 
Here M. r entonjiake her,and God giue thee ioy. 
SirHu: Come M.Vage, you muft needs agree. 
F*. Iyfaithfircome,youfeeyourwifeiswelplea- 
Pa. /cannot teJ D and yet my hart's well cafed, (led: 
And yet it doth me good the Doftor miffed. 
ComehitherF^^w^and come hither daughter, 
Go too you might haue ftai'd for my good will, 
But fince your choife is made of oneyou loue, 
Here take her F*rfM,&both happieproue. f dings. 
SirHu. /wilalfo dance & eatplums at your wed* 
Ford. All parties pleafed,now let vs in to feaft, 
And laugh at Slender ^nd the Dodors ieaft. 
He hath got the maiden 3 each of you a boy 
To waite vpon you,fb God giue you ioy, 
And fir iohn Falfiaffe now flul you keep your word, 
For Brooke this night (hall lye with miftris Ford. 

Exitemnes* 
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